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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE.

ROAD CARTAGE.

Details o1 Subsidy Paid, etc.

1. Mr. PERKINS asked the Minister for
Transport:

What amount has been paid in subsidy
on road cartage-

(a) in each of the last three years in
the Lakes and Ravensthorpe areas.
and how much did the one-seventh
reduction in subsidy amount to
last year in those areas;

(b) in the last year in areas served by
discontinued railway lines-

(I) Lake Grace-Hyden;
(ii) Brookton-Corrlgin:

(III) Katanning-Pingrup;
(c) in the last year for the whole

State?
Mr. GRAHAM replied:

Ravensthorpe
(a) Year. Area. Lakes Area.

f
11,137
5,521
5,229

or 1957-

£
218
970
E

10,702
9,537

16,837
67,315

E
1955-56 ... 7,642
1956-57 ... 5,261
1957-58 ... 4,265

Reductions in subsidyf
58 were-

Ravensthorpe area
Lakes area... ..

(b) Lake Grace-Hyden area ..
Brookton-Corrigin area ..
Katanning-Pingrup area ..

(c) 1957-58

ALCOHOLIC LIQUOR.

State Tax on Turnover.
2. Mr. BRAND asked the Minister for

Justice:
(1) What was the total value of the

turnover in alcoholic liquor in Western
Australia for the year ended the 30th June.
1958?

(2) What rate of tax Is levied by the
State Government on this turnover?

(3) What was the total amount received
in this way during the year in question.
and to what purposes is it applied?

(4) What were the figures for the six
hotels with the highest Individual turn-
overs, and what were the respective
amounts of liquor tax paid by each of
them?

Mr. NULSEN replied:

(1) Gross sales by merchants
1957-58 (includes sales to
clubs for the period from
the 1st October. 1956, to
the 30th September,
1957, £1,149,537) .... 12,772,010
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(2) 8A % of the net value
after deduction of excise
duty and other allowable
deductions. Net value on
which assessed .- -

(3) Collections for 1957-58.
Paid to consolidated

(4)-

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

Gross.
f

106,559
101,820
95,657
93,714
90,108
86,545

OAT
Export from Albai

3. Mr. HALL aske
Agriculture:

Net (after
deduction
of excise,

etc.)
E

43.320
40,864
36,975
36,144
42,642
3 5,925

'S.
ty and Bun
~d the Min

(1) What is the cost of railing
the Albany zone to Bunbury?

(2) What is the advantage of
oats from the Albany zone thr
port of Bunbury, as against shipi
through the port of Albany?

(3) If the Albany port was
with extra bulk facilities to hau
produced in the Albany zone, wh
be the gain per bushel to the fa
the Albany zone?

(4) Is the shipping of oats thr
port of Bunbury an expedient? I:
long has such expedient been ii
tion?

Mr. KELLY replied:
(1) The cost varies, being d

upon the quantity of oats to be ra:
each siding. Last year it amoi
about £4,600 (average 2.ld. per by

(2) In the interests of efficie
operative Bulk Handling Ltd.,
agreement of the W.A. State I,
Oats Pool and the W.A. Barley NV
Board, decided that wheat an
should be shipped through Alb
wheat and oats through Bunbui
not possible to efficiently ship in
two grains through either port w
ent facilities.

(3) The freight deduction fro
ers in the Albany zone is from
delivery to Albany. The extra f
Bunbury is absorbed by the W.
Voluntary Oats Pool.

(4) Yes, the shipping of oats
Bunbury is an expedient and has
operation since the Albany term
completed in December, 1954.
to be done in Albany and Bunbt
to make it possible for oats an
growers to be given a bulk hand
vice.

E TRUE CASE.
Application of Rule 61(b).

4. Mr. WILD asked the Minister for
Labour:

5,083,660 (1) Is the notice to the effect that "any-
one caught discussing the 'True case' will
be dealt with under Rule 61(b)" Posted at

417,856 the mines at Collie by the Coal Miners'
Union still openly displayed?

(2) Is the following the correct wvording

o1 f the rule in question:-
Fees. Any member who by wilful act,

£ statement or distribution of unsigned
literature does anything which tends3,610 to cause disunity, discontent or dlis-

3405 comfort among members may be fined
3:081 £2 by the Delegate Board or be dealt
3,012 with under the provisions of Section

3:554 177 of the Industrial Arbitration Act?
2 ,994 (3) is the following the correct wording

of the section of the Industrial Arbitra-

ury. tion Act referred to:-
The Court may, on the application

ister for of any industrial union or association,
order that any member thereof shall

)ats from cease to be a member as from a date
and for a period to be named in the

shipping order, or that any union represented
)ugh the on an association shall cease to be so
ping oats represented from such a date for such

a period?
equipped (4) Does this not constitute an appar-
-idle cats ently flagrant attempt to stifle free discus-
at would sion of a case which has been openly
rmiers in ventilated before the Supreme Court of

Western Australia?
ough the (5) Is it correct that Mr. True was
f so, how expelled from the union for refusing to
n opera- pay a strike levy; and that although the

Supreme Court found in his favour in ani
action for damages, he not now being a
member of the union, is still unable toependent secure employment in the coal industry?

iled from. e
Linttel to (6) Would a member expelled from the
ishel). union for discussing the True case be able
noy Co- to remain employed in the coal industry?
witb the (7) In view of the provisions of the
roluntary industrial Arbitration Act for the dis-
Tarketing allowance of rules which are "tyrannical
di barley or oppressive" what action has the Qov-
any and ernnment taken to have this rule cancelled?
y, It is Mr. W. HEGNEY replied:
ore than
ith pres- (1) I do not know what notices, if any,

are posted at the mines at Collie.
m grow- (2) and (3) Kindly refer to the rules
siding of of the union and the Act referred to re-
reight to spectively.
.A. State (4) Refer to No. (1).

through (5) The Full Court did award damages.
been in I understand the company has not re-

inal was employed him.
rhis had (6) Conditions of employment are coy-
4r barley ered by Award No. 4 of 1953.
ling ser- (7) Kindly refer to Section 9 (4) Mf, (g)

and (h) of the Act quoted.
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SCHOOL HOSTELS.
Location, Boarders, and Cost.

5. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) How many school hostels have been
provided by the Education Department
in-

(a) country centres;,
(b) metropolitan area?

(2) How many are controlled by-
(a) the Education Department;
(b) other organisations?

(3) In what districts or towns are the
hostels situated, and how many children
are boarded in each?

(4) What is the cost per week in respect
to each child-

(a) to the department;
(b) to the parent?

Mr. W. HEGNEY replied:
(1) (a) 8.

(b) Nil.
(2) (a) Nil.

(b) 8.

(3) Four at Albany which cater for ap-
proximately 127 boarders.
LTwo at Bunbury which cater for ap-

proximately 100 boarders.
One at Merredin for approximately 80

boarders.
One at Hall's Creek for approximately

25 boarders.
(4) (a) Nil apart from capital cost of

buildings and furniture.
(b) Tariff varies from £3 5s. to £4

per week.

ITINERANT TEACHERS.
Number of Children Visited and Cost.
6. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

Education:
(1) H-ow many children are visited by the

"Itinerant" teacher in-
(a) No. 1 district;
(b) No. 2 district;
(c) No. 3 district?

(2) H-ow many are in each grade in re-
spect to each of the districts mentioned
in No. (1) ?

(3) What is the total cost to the de-
partment (including salaries) for the
"itinerant" teachers?

Mr. W. HEGNEY replied:
(1) (a) 71.

(b) 97.
(C) 92.

(2) .

Grade,
I
2
3
4
5
8
7

District, and Children Visited.
NO,.1 No. 2 No. 3

23 30 32
12 26 18

7 10 14
10 22 14
8 4 9
5 3 4
6 2 1

71 97 92

(3) Approximately £7,000.

CLOSER SETTLEMENT ACT.
Membership of Land Acquisition Board.

7. Mr. W. A. MANNING asked the Min-
ister for Lands:

(1) Who are the members of the Land
Acquisition (Closer Settlement) Board
appointed under the Closer Settlement Act
of 1927?

(2) When was the last report of that
board issued?

Mr. KELLY replied:
(1) There is no record of the appoint-

mnent of any members of the Land Acquisi-
tion (Closer Settlement) Board pursuant
to the Closer Settlement Act of 1927. The
Act still remains on the statute book, but
has never been invoked.

(2) Answered by No. (1).

VEHICULAR TRAFFIC BRIDGES.

Source of Finance for Erection.
8. Mr. ROBERTS asked the Treasurer:
Prom what source was finance made

available for the erection of the following
vehicular traffic bridges:-

Maritana-st., Kalgoorlie;
Hunt-st., Coolgardie;
Ciackline;
Swan View;
West-rd., Bassendean;
Hotham-st., Meltham;
Seventh Avenue, Maylands;
Third Avenue, Mt. Lawley;
Beaufort-st., Perth;
William-St., Perth;
Thomas-st., West Perth;
Kerr-sb., West Leederville;
Axon-st., Subiaco;
Ashton avenue, Claremont;
Swan bourne Station;
Eric-st., Cottesloe;
Leighton Rubbish Depot;
James-st., Fremantle,,
Phillip-st., Bridgetown?

Mr. HAWKE replied:
Of these bridges, it is known that

Clackline was financed from Petrol funds.
With regard to the other bridges, it Is not'
possible to supply the information, for the
reasons with which the hon. member for
Bunbulry was supplied in the reply to his
question on Wednesday. the 15th October.
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WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ACT.
Restriction on Sale of 14-oz. Packaged

Artices.
9. Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister

for Police:
In view of the present restrictions under

regulations of the Weights and Measures
Act, in reference to the sale by retail of
14-az. packaged articles--

(1) Is the matter being investigated at
present?

(2) If so1 when is it contemplated a de-
cision will be reached?

Mr. BRADY replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) As soon as information which is be-

ing sought is to band. This may take
some time as. In addition to local inquiries.
information from other States is being
obtained.

PLASTIC SLEEPERS.
Report from Commissioner of Railways.

10. Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Premier:
(1) Has he received a report yet f rom

the Commissioner of Railways re fiItre glass
reinforced plastic sleepers?

(2) if so, will he Inform the House of
the contents of the report?

Mr. HAWKE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) it is thought the suggested type of

sleepers would cost approximately three
times more than the ruling rate for tim-
ber sleepers, which are grown in Western
Australia. The policy of the department
is that the patentee or originator of an
unproven product should produce the pro-
duct and make it available for testing. No
approval of the drawings of the fibre glass
reinforced plastic sleeper has been given.
The department would be willing to test
some of these suggested sleepers provided
they are manufactured and made available
free of cost to the department.

MOORA HIGH SCHOOL.
Additions.

11. Mr. LEWIS asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) What additions are proposed this
financial year for Moora High School?

(2) When will tenders be called?
(3) When is it expected that the above

additions will be completed?
Mr. W. HEONEY replied:
(1) It is hoped to erect one additional

room.
(2) and (3) It is expected that tenders

will be called in February, 1959, in which
event the additions should be completed
about July, 1959.

STATE ELECTRICITY COMVMISSION.
Installations Under New Ruling.

12. Mr. OWEN asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Now that the State Electricity Com-
mission has adopted a new ruling whereby
extensions of three poles per consumer can
be undertaken, will those applicants, or
groups of applicants, who were refused
supply under the old ruling, be connected
without making further application?

(2) Will any priority be given to those
applicants who now qualify but were re-
fused supply under the old ruling?

Mr. TONKIN replied:
( 1) It would be wise for them to apply

so that none will be missed.
'(2) They will be connected when they

are wired up and have made application.

BULK HANDLING OF GRAIN.
Committee's Inspection at North

Fremantle.
13. Mr. SLEEMA1N asked the Minister

for Works:
(1) When he appoints the committee to

report on the condition of the people liv-
Ing in close proximity to the bulk hand-
ling of wheat, oats, and barley at the Co-
operative Bulk Handling plant at North
Fremantle, will he request it to make the
visit during suitable weather to enable it
to judge the extent of the nuisance?

(2) Will he also have it make the in-
spection without notifying the bulk hand-
ling authority until after it has made the
inspection?

(3) Will he ask it to interview residents
in the vicinity?

(4) Will he ask it to interview the Mayor
and the health inspector of North Fre-
mantle Municipality, and to find out about
the high-ranking Government servant who
advised them, when he visited the place,
that all they had to do was to condemn
the properties and the people would have
to get out?

Mr. TONKIN replied:
(1) The selection of the day for the in-

spection will be left to the hon. member for
Fremantle and, accordingly, the proposed
visit has been deferred.

(2) No.
(3) A number of the residents will be

Interviewed.
(4) The ailegation made in the question

will be inquired into.

SALT WATER.
Limit for Effective Conversion.

14. Mr. BRAND asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) Is there any limit as to the salt con-
tent of water beyond which it Is not poss-
ible to convert effectively salt water to
fresh water by the electra- dialysis method?

1598



121 October, 1958,1

(2) If so, what is this limit in grains per
gallon?

Mr. TONKIN replied:
(1) There is no limit, but economy dic-

tates that 'the electro-dialysis method Is
more suited to treating brackish water
than water with a salt content approach-
ing that of sea water.

(2) Answered by No. (1).

ORANGE GROVE SCHOOL.
Change of Site and Possible Extensions.

15. Mr. WILD asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) In view of the decision to continue
with the existing school site at Orange
Grove, when can extensions be expected in
order to provide for the overflow now using
the old school?

(2) is it intended to move the old school
to the new site?

(3) Is he aware that the old school is
fitted only with a pan system, and that
the Gosnells Road Board health by-laws
now insist on septic tanks?

(4) If any early move is contemplated,
will the road board by-laws be implemen-
ted immediately?

(5) If not, why not?
Mr. W. HEGNEY replied:
(1) Finance cannot be allocated for the

replacement of the room on the old site at
Orange Grave whilst so many classrooms
are required at centres where no alterna-
tive accommodation is available.

(2) No.
(3) Yes.
(4) and (5) A Septic tank installation

cannot be approved for the old school
since it is proposed eventually to replace
this with additional accommodation on the
new site.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE.

RAILWAYS ROYAL COMMSSIONER.
Completion of Interim Report No. 7.
Mr. COURT asked the Premier:
(1) Has Royal Commissioner Smith

completed or is he nearing completion of
No. 7 Interim Report on the Western Aus-
tralian Government Railways?

(2) What subject matter does Interim
Report No. 7 cover?

Mr. HAWK E replied:
(1) The report has been completed.
(2) This will be disclosed when copies

of the report are tabled in the near future.

CATTLE TRESPASS, FENCING, AND
IMPOUNDING ACT AMENDMENT

BILL (NO. 2).
introduced by Mr. Heal and read a first

time.

ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT BILL
(No. 2).

Third Reading.

THE HON. A. R, G. HAWKE (Premier
-Northam) 14.461: I move-

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

MR. BOVELL (Vasse) [4.473: Why has
the Government found it necessary to
introduce a Bill dealing with adult fran-
chise for the Legislative Council, and yet
introduced a separate measure to make
voting for the Legislative Council com-
pulsory? It would appear to me that the
two are related so strongly to each other
that there must be some reason why the
Government has excluded the compulsory
voting provision from this Bill, which is
now in the third reading stage. Will the
Premier explain why it is necessary for
the Government to introduce two separate
measures?.

THE HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Premier
-Northam-in reply) [4.481: The Govern-
ment has introduced the two separate
Measures because they deal with two
separate issues.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Mr. Andrew
Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Evans
Mr. Daffy
Mr. Grahamn
Mr. Hal]
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jlamieson
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Laphamn

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Brand
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Orommelin
Mr. Orsycien
Mr. Hearman
Mr. HutchInson
Mr. Lewis
Mr. Mann

Aye.
Mr. Rhatigan

Ayes*-27
Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nuisen
Mr. O'Brien
Mr. Potter
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Sleemn
Mr. Tomns
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

(TeJlerj

Noese-20
Mr. W. Manning
Sir Ross MeLarty
Mr. Oldfield
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Roberts
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. I. Manning

(rilfer.)

pair.
No.

Mr. Naider

Majority for-7..

The SPEAKER: I have assured myself
that there is more than a constitutional
majority of members present and voting in
favour of the motion. I therefore declare
the question carried in the affirmative.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted to

the Council.
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CONSTITUTION ACTS AMENDN
BILL (No. 2).
Thtirdt Reading.

THE BON. E. NULSEN (Minis]
Justice--Eyre) [4.531: 1 move-

That the Bill be now read
time.

MR. BOVELL (Vasse) [4.531:
the Committee stage I raised the q
-of Section 17 of the parent Act
,certain persons a vote. The 1%
thought that the position was clarifl
was covered by the Electoral Act.
like him to give an assurance dur:
third reading that this is so.

THE HON. E. NULSEN (Minis
Justice-Eyre-in reply) [4.54]:
brief, that is so.

Question Put.
The SPEAKER: I have count

House. There is an absolute nI
present and voting and, there be
dissentient voice, I declare the q
carried.

Point o1 Order.
Mr. Bovell: I wish to raise a p

order. Where there is a dissentient
and there was one in this case-a
must be called by you.

The Speaker: I agree.

Debate resumed.
Question again put and a divisioi

'with the following result:-
Aye-fl7

Mr. Andrew
Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Evans
Mr. Gaffy
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hawit
Mr. Heal
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Lapham

Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. O'Brien
Mr. Potter
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Tomns
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

NOes-20

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Brand
Mr, Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Crommelln
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Hearrnan
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis
Mr. Mann

Aye.

Mr. Rhatigan

Majority for-7.

Mr. W. Manni
Sir Ross McLt

Mr. Oldfleld
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Roberts
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. 1. Mannaln

No.

Mr. Nalder

[ENT

ter for

a third

During
uestioii
giving

finister
led and
I[would
ing the

tr for
To be

The SPEAKER: I have assured myself
that there is more than a constitutional
majority of members present and voting in
favour of the motion. I therefore declare
the question carried in the affirmative.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted to

the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1958-59.
In Committee of SuWpy.

Debate resumed from the 16th October
on the Treasurer's Financial Statement
and on the Annual Estimates; Mr. Sewell
in the Chair.

Vote-Legislative Council, £9,675:
The CHAIRMAN: Progress was re-

ported on the following amendment moved
by the hon. member for Nedlands;-

That the Vote be reduced by £1.

THE HON. J. T. TONKIN (Minister for
ed the Works-Melville-on amendment) [4.57]:
iority In moving to reduce this vote by £1 the

~ing no hon. member for Nedlands intends that his
iuestlon action should be regarded as one of no con-

fidence in the Government. I have looked
very carefully through the reasons he has
given for his action. it seems to me that
his action implies a vote of confidence in

point of the Government. There were a number of
voice- matters mentioned by him, some of which
division were completely false.

Mr. Court: In your opinion, maybe.
Mr. TONKIN: I shall prove it before I

have finished.
Mr. Court: Not by your usual reasoning,

n taken I hope.
Mr. TONKIN: I shall prove it so that

any person of sound commonsense will
have to agree that it is right; but the hon.
member may not think so. Let us have
a look at the reasons upon which this so-
called no confidence motion has been
based. They are (a) failure to reach a bet-
ter balanced position.

Mr. Court: Financial position.
Mr. TONKIN: (b) failure to use funds to

the best advantage. What funds was he
(Teller.) referring to-loan funds or revenue funds?

Mr. Bovell: These are the general Esti-
mates.

arty Mr. TONKIN: The other reasons were-
insistence on land tax on improved
agricultural land;
failure to honour pronouncement of
no increase in water rates;
action in extending socialistic under-
takings;
administrative directions and actions

9 Tle. against private industry;
and last-

the division it has caused in the com-
munity.

That is the sum total.
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* Mr. Court: You have left one out com-
pletely; and the important part of another
one also.

Mr. TONKIN: That is the sum total of
the reasons given for this no confidence
motion. Now what a scratching around
there has been to get reasons to justify
the action taken!

Mr. Wild: Any one would be sufficient
without the other five.

Mr. TONKIN: Any one! I thank the
hon. member for Dale for that lead. We
will take them one at a time, and natur-
ally the first one I will deal with is the
one concerning water rates.

Mr. Wild: It struck home.

Mr. TONKIN: It struck home all right!
It will before I have finished,

Mr. Brand: Don't get naughty!

Mr. TONKIN: The hon. member for
Nedlands implied that it would have been
all right had I said water "rate," but be-
cause I said water "rates", I misled the
public. Let us start from the beginning,
and go to the Act itself. I quote from
Section 90 of the Metropolitan Water
Supply Act, the heading of which is "The
Making of Rates." It reads-

The Minister shall, from time to
time, make and levy water rates in
respect of all rateable land within the
several districts,...

and then, in Section 91-
The Minister shall, from time to

time, make and levy sewerage rates
in respect of all rateable land

and in Section 92-
The Minister may make and levy

storm water rates in respect of all
rateable land..

Now, if the Minister is announcing that
he does not intend to increase those sev-
eral rates, he will quite properly announce
there is to be no increase in rates, and he
will be quite right. There will be no in-
crease In water rates, because the Act says
he "shall from time to time make and levy
water rates".

Mr. Court: You are battling with words.
Mr. TONKIN: I am battling, am I? We

shall see! The other evening, when the
hon. member for Nedlands was dealing
with this matter, I told him that when the
present Leader of the Opposition was the
Minister, he made a similar statement, but
the hon. member for Nedlands said that
this was not so. He said that the Leader
of the Opposition, the then Minister, did
not say rates would go up. Well, we will
see what the then Minister for Works did
do. As a matter of fact there is a little his-
tory about these water rates. 1 am now
locking at Metropolitan Water Supply file
No. 200/44, and I find that on the 24th

April, 1952, the Hon. Dave Brand, the then
Minister for Works, put this, up to his
Under Secretary-

I have discussed the foregoing pro-
posals to increase the water excess
rates ....

not "rate" -
with the hon. the Treasurer, who de-
sires that further information be ob-
tainted regarding the proposal to
increase the charge for rebate allow-
ances in return for the rate for
minimum charge.

The necessary inquiry was made, and sub-
sequently we got the following article in
"The West Australian" of the 19th June-

Sharp Rise in Rates for Water
Likely.

Substantial increases in charges for
water in the metropolitan area are
likely to be made from July 1st. Some
rates will be increased together with
excess water charges. The details of
the increases have not yet been fixed,
but likely rises are-

excess water charges will be Is. 3d.
and is. 6d. for 1,000 gallons and
not Is. and is. 3d., as at present.

So it is quite clear that there are several
rates which apply to water; and if there is
talk about not increasing them, it is neces-
sary to say "rates". Am I battling now
with the word?

Mr. Court: You are still battling.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You would not

convince the public on this.
Mr. Court: I wish You had 100 irate

ratepayers at you.
Mr. TONKIN: I shall come to that. In-

cidentally, this page should be called the
"Yes-No" page. On the 20th of May,
1952, there is a Cabinet minute signed
"R. McL."-Sir Ross McLarty-and the
note is--

Cabinet agrees to the recommenda-
tions of the Acting Under Treasurer.

And the recommendations of the Acting
Under Treasurer were to put up the rates.

Mr.' Roberts: Were they put up?
Mr. Brand: The answer was a lemon.
Mr. TONKIN: Now don't be in a hurry!
Mr. Roberts: That information should

come straight after your statement.
Mr. TONKIN: It will if the hon. mem-

ber gives me a chance. "Cabinet agrees
to the recommendations." There is the
decision.

Mr. Court: Is all this meant to get you
out of your statement of the 14th May?

Mr. TONKIN: On the 24th June, 1952,
approximately one month later-the file
does not show anything in between at this
stage; it does later on-

Mr. Roberts: A lot of water went under
the bridge.
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Mr. TONKIN: Yes, and pretty dirty
water, too.

Mr. Brand: How do you know?
Mr. TONKIN: I have it here.
Mr. Roberts: How much were the rates

Increased?
Mr. TONKIN: They were not. The

minute reads, "Upon further consideration
Cabinet decides--no action." So they de-
ct ded in May that the rates ought to go
up--nothing appears in between-and then
"R.. McL." signs this statement.

Mr. Brand: This Cabinet ought to
know!

Mr. TONKIN* Don't spoil it!
Mr. Brand: I am not. You are speak-

Ing from experience, I know.
Mr. TONKIN- The Minister for Works

then wrote this to the 'Under Secretary-
"Please note." And I can just imagine
how he felt when he wrote that.

Mr. Brand: I was very satisfied, as a
matter of fact. You had already made a
statement criticising our intention of rais-
ing the rates. That is where you were
disappointing.

Mr. TONKIN. Now comes the announce-
ment of which the hon. member for Ned-
lands knew nothing or in connection with
which he prevaricated. I do not believe
he prevaricated, so I say he did not know
anything about this. But he Is trained in
research. -He knows very well that if he
Is to prepare a case for a meeting of share-
holders, he has to go behind the scenes
and find out what the true position is be-
fore be prepares his report. If he had
,done that in connection with this matter,
he would have known that the announce-
ment made by the previous Government
was similar to the announcement which
this Government made. Because he did
not do that, his action was reckless and
irresponsible. He used that as an argu-
blent for a no confidence motion then,
in effect, the Government of the com-
plexion of the party which he supports,
made precisely the same announcement.

Mr. Court: Fair go! The fact that it
-made a mistake-

Mr. TONKIN: It is not a mistake.
Mr. Court: it has nothing to do with

this no confidence motion.
Mr. TONKIN: It is not a mistake.
Mr. Court: I am going on your state-

ment of the 14th May, 1958. You are
dragging in a red herring.

Mr. TONKIN: If you take my statement
of the 14th May and compare it with this,
you will see there is very little difference,
except that the statement made by the
Rion. D. Brand was even more definite.
'Here it is--and I quote from "The West
Australian" of the 27th June, 1952.

Mr. Bovell; The result has been some-
what different, though.

Mr. TONKIN: Does the hon. member
think so? Here is the announcement-

Cabinet refuses to raise water rates.
The State Cabinet has decided not to
make any increases in water rates or
charges.

Mr. Brand: Who wrote that?

Mr. TONKIN: I do not know-"The
West Australian" has not printed the
writer's name-but it is an announcement
from the Government as the result of a
Cabinet decision in connection with this
matter. Because of the announcement, the
hon. Mr. Styants asked a question in the
House. He knew that, because of increased
valuations, the assessments showed in-
creases in the amounts to be paid, the
situation being somewhat similar then to
what it is now. This is the reply-

The Minister for Water Supply
(Mr. Brand) said in the Legislative
Assembly last night that the water
rate in the metropolitan area for the
current year had not been increased,
although the valuations of many pro-
perties had risen as much as 15 to 20
per cent. He was replying to a ques-
tion by Mr. Styants.

Mr. Styants saw the announcement in
the Press about there being no increase in
rates, and he sought to test the position
by asking that question. It is clear that
the Act lays down that the word "rates"
is the word to use: and all through the file.
with regard to the recommendations to the
Minister, the word "rates" is used. The
announcement by the previous Govern-
ment was, 'No increase in water rates or
charges," yet I am supposed to have com-
mitted a sin and misled the people because
I said the same thing.

Mr. Court: You are building up your
case on an inverted pyramid.

Mr. TONKIN: The hon. member hopes!
Let us go a little further and make another
quotation from this report. When the hon.
member for Nedlands was speaking, he
said this was a manoeuvre on my part.
What sort of a Manoeuvre would that be?
Would it be one to create the impression
that the rates were not to be Increased.
when we were, a long time before the
elections took place, fully alive to the fact
that, because of increased valuations, some
assessments would be larger? What sort
of a manoeuvre was that?

Mr. Court: Did there have to be revalua-
Lions?

Mr. TONKIN: Yes, there did; and I will
give the reason in a minute.

Mr. Court: Did there have to be revalua-
tions if you wanted the rates to remain
static?
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Mr. TONKIN: Yes, and I will give the
reasons; and this is where the shoe is
pinching. Let us have a little more of this
statement-

It is believed that officers of the
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage
and Drainage Department, recom-
mended increases which would have
made the average bill 33 per cent.
higher. Recently the Under Secretary
for Water Supply (Mr. J. C. Hutchin-
son), talked to Metropolitan Liberal
and Country League members of the
Legislative Assembly on the need to
Increase rates charges to meet greatly
increased costs and expenditure.

Now one begins to learn the reason for
the reversal of the Cabinet decision.
Cabinet was, first of all, convinced of the
necessity for this action, and decided to
act accordingly. But then the private
members got busy with an eye on the
elections; and so it was arranged that they
should have a talk with the Under-secre-
tary of the Water Supply Department.

Mr. Bovell: A truly democratic pro-
cedure.

Mr. TONKIN: Is it?
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Was anything

wrong with it?
Mr. TONKIN: I think there was a lot

wrong with it, because the increase which
should have been made was, for political
purposes, not made; and when there was a
change of Government, I had to make the
increase.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson., You are pre-
suming.

Mr. TONKIN: No, I am not. I am
speaking from experience.

Mr. Brand:. Didn't you reduce the rates?
Mr. TONKIN: No, I had to put them up.
Mr. Brand: Didn't you reduce the rate?
Mr. TONKIN: When the position righted

itself, yes. This newspaper report con-
tinues--

However, it is known that the pro-
posed higher rates were unpopular
with some Government supporters, and
the plan put before Cabinet was, it is
believed, for increases amounting to
25 per cent.

Mr. Brand: Is that anything new?
Mr. TONKIN: It is a bit new to the

hon. member for Nedlands.
Mr. Brand: It is nothing new to your

Government.
Mr. TONKIN: The report goes on-

The deficit for the department for
the 12 months ended June 30 last was
E21,081, -

But for political purposes-let mec use the
word of the hon. member for Nedlands-
by way of manoeuvring, the action was not
taken.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is your idea.

Mr. TONKIN:, To continue with the
report-

-although the water supply account
showed a surplus of more than £16,000.

The deficit was brought about by a
loss in sewerage undertakings amount-
Ing to £46,144.

in an attempt to overcome the
deficit the sewerage rate was increased
from Is. 4d. to Is. 6d. in this financial
year, but it has been found that the
increase will not offset another deficit.

Any increases made in excess water
charges for the next 12 Months would
have entailed the gazettal of a by-law,
which would be subject to challenge
in the State Parliament.

The responsibility of administering
the department at a time when heavy
expenditure must be incurred and
financial returns will be inadequate
will f all on Mr. B.. J. Bond. who will
become under-secretary on July 24.

That is as much as to say that the Gov-
ernment should have taken certain action,
but, because of the pressure of its sup-
porters, it did not have the spine to go on
with it.

Mr.' Bovell: That is rubbish. It was;
truly democratic.

Mr. TONKIN: Was it?
Mr. Bovell: Yes. In effect, the Minis-

ter is saying his Government takes no
notice of other constitutionally elected rep-
resentatives.

Mr. TONKIN: No; I san not saying that
at all.

Mr. Thorn: In other words, he is say-
ing they would not have done a thing like
that.

Mr. Brand: Not much they wouldn't!

Mr. TONKIN: Because the MoLarty-
Watts Government, for political purposes,
ran away from this matter, when the
change of Government came about the
Hawke Government had to impose steeper
increases to retrieve the position.

Mr. Brand: It has been doing it ever
since.

Mr. Roberts: With the support of the
other members of the Government,

Mr. TONKIN: That is to their credit.-
not to their discredit.

Mr. Roberts: I do not know about the
hon. member for Collie.

Mr. TONKIN: So much for this fail-
ure to honour the pronouncement of no
increase in water rates! One can see how
empty that is, having regard to the evi-
dence which I have produced here from
authoritative sources. The rest of the
statements are somewhat similar, and are
based on shifting sands in the same way.
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The hon. member for Nedlands is con-
cerned because there have been revalua-
tions in Nedlands, Dalkeith, and Holly-
wood.

Mr. Court: I am concerned because
there have been revaluations in 17 areas.

Mr. TONKIN: No-in Nedlands, Dal-
keith, and Hollywood.

Mr. Court: In 17 areas in the metro-
politan districts.

Sir Ross McLarty: And country areas
as well.

Mr. Court: There are another 16 coming
lip.

Mr. TONKIN: I will give hon. mem-
bers the history of it. The last revalua-
tion of those areas was made in 1954.

Mr. Court: That is niot long ago.

Mr. TONKIN, Just prior to the lapse
of rent control.

Mr. Bovell: Most of those valuations
are fictitious.

Mr. TONKIN: At that time those re-
valuations were on an extremely low basis,
and it would have been most inequitable
to leave those districts on that ridiculously
low basis, and make people in other dis-
tricts pay extra to make up the deficiency
in the rates.

Mr. Court: You have some woolly
reasoning there.

Mr. TONKIN: Don't let the hon. mem-
ber believe that!I

Mr. Court: Those valuations were not
so ridiculously low.

Mr. TONKIN: We will have a look.
Mr. Court: The end result of the actual

assessment is what the public have to pay.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes, the end result', that
is the thing. For example, in 1954, when
these revaluations were made, the rentals
obtained for fiats along the Stirling High-
way averaged between 37s. 6d. and 42s. 6d.
a week; now they average between £5 and
£5 10s. a week. Is it fair and equitable
that rates should be levied on a valuation
based on 37s. 6d. and 42s. 6d. when, in
effect, people are getting E5 and £5 l0s. a
week? of course it is not!

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You are com-
paring furnished with unfurnished.

Mr. TONKIN: At the same time other
people, in areas where valuations are auto-
matic almost yearly, because of special
circumstances were being inequitably
treated as compared with those in the
districts I have mentioned. It is inequit-
able to allow some districts to remain on
a low valuation. It inevitably means that
other people pay more than they would
if all cistricts were treated alike; because,
-as everyone knows, there is an obligation
on the Minister for Water Supplies to run

the department so that the accounts will
balance, and so that he will not lose sub-
stantial sums of money.

To do that he has to get the necessary
revenue to balance his accounts, and some
people are paying far less than they ought
to while other people are paying more than
they ought to pay; and it is to correct that
situation that these revaluations have been
made, and more will be made for the same
reason. But that is nothing whatever to
do with the statement that water rates,
rates for excess water, rates for ordinary
water, and rates for rebate water will not
be increased. I repeat, they have not been
increased.

Mr. Court: But the amount people will
pay will be up by a thumping big percen-
tage.

Mr. Kelly: Don't exaggerate!
Mr. Court: They are up 60 per cent.

in some cases.
Mr. TONKIN: That is true; and they

are entitled to be.
Mr. Roberts: What, for the private

householder?
Mr. TONKIN: No, for land in the areas

of Nedlands and Dalkeith.
Mr. Court: Who are they, if they are

not private householders in the main?
Mr. TONKIN: Some people have large

areas of land that they are using for the
purpose of selling second-hand motorcars.

Mr. Court: They are a few traders
along Stirling Highway.

Mr. Roberts: They are ordinary people
in the main.

Mr. TONKIN: Ordinary people like
those in Bunbury?

Mr. Roberts: Yes.
Mr. TONKIN: That is what the hon.

member thinks.
Mr. Court: There are seven other dis-

tricts that have not been revalued since
1954.

Mr. Roberts: They are ordinary people
wherever they are.

Mr. TONKIN: No instructions or orders
have been given to the department as xe-
gards which districts are to be revalued;
that matter is left entirely to the dis-
cretion of the department, and its officers
are doing the proper thing. Where The
inequity is greatest, those officers are tak-
ing steps to rectify it so that T6he valua-
tions shall be as uniform as possible. We
deliberately built up our staff of valuers
so that we would not have the situation
with which we were confronted when we
came into office, of a district like Clare-
mont not being valued for 15 years. The
people there were paying on a low valua-
tion, whereas other people were being re-
valued every year-

Mr. Crommelin: They are not paying on
a low valuation now.
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Mr. TONKIN* -because they were tied
to the valuations of the Perth City Coun-
cil. We have rectified that in order to
provide a more equitable system; and if
the hon. member for Nedlands is complain-
ing about that, he is pretty hard to please.

Mr. Court: But you said that 17 districts
had not been revalued since 1954.

Mr. TONKIN: I did not! I said that
the districts of Nedlands, Dalkeith, and
Hollywood have had their assessments in-
creased by 60 per cent. in some cases, and
40 to 45 in others; but the last revalua-
tion of those districts was made early in
1954, just prior to the lapse of the rent
control Act. Therefore the revaluation
was made at a time when conditions were
not normal.

Mr. Court: There are seven districts
outside of the 17 which have not been re-
valued since 1954; so your argument about
trying to preserve equity breaks down.

Mr. TONKCIN: No, it does not. We will
take steps to see that the valuations in all
districts are carried out regularly, and
kept up to date, so that we will not have
a situation where some are lagging a long
way behind others and, as a consequence,
the people are paying less rates.

Mr. Bovell: Can the Minister explain
the system used?

Mr. TONKIN: No, I have not the time. I
have more important matters to discuss,
and my time is limited.

Mr. Watts: We will give you an exten-
sion.

Mr. TONKIN: I do not want to use it
in that way.

Mr. Roberts: I will ask for an exten-
sion.

Mr. TONKIN: I do niot think the Stand-
ing Orders will allow the hon. member to
do that on this discussion.

Mr. Roberts: I will try.
Mr. Brand: We can move a motion and

it will put it right.
Mr. TONKIN: It would not put it right

for me. It would be too late.
Mr. Brand: We will do anything for you.
Mr. TONKIN:- So it is quite clear that

the hon. member for Nedlands was in sorry
straits-

Mr. Andrew: Hear, hear!

Mr. TONKIN- -in reaching out for
reasons on which he could base his no con-
fidence motion.

Mr. Thorn: He must have used the right
bait, anyway.

Mr. TONKIN: If an hon. member gets
up in his place and says something which
is untrue-

Mr. Court: I did not say anything un-
true.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes: the hon. member
did, when he spoke about rates.

Mr. Hawke: Yes; and it is not the first
time, either.

Mr. Court: Is your statement of the 14th
May false?

Mr. TONKIN: No; but the hon. mem-
ber's reply to my interjection was false.

Mr. Court: After listening to you, I still
think I was right.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Minister
will address the Chair.

Mr. TONKIN: I think I had better do
that.

Mr. Court: I still want you to tell us
where the statement is false.

Mr. TONKIN: The hon. member for
Dale, realising what serious straits the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition was in,
endeavoured to come to his rescue, with.
disastrous results.

Mr. Hawke: Hear, hear!
Mr. Court: I thought he did extremely

well. He had you on the raw, anyway.
Mr. TONKIN: We will see how well he

did! Let us take his reference to coal first
of all. He spoke about pandering to Latter.

Mr. Wild: Not much you didn't!
Mr. TONKIN: All right; the hon. mem-

ber has put himself further in.
Mr. Wild: We will see!
Mr. TONKIN: The hon. member, when

talking about pandering to Latter, said
that we could get coal at £402,000 cheaper
annually by using open-cut methods.

Mr. Wild: Isn't that true?

Mr. May: of course it's not!
Mr. TONKIN: The hon. member went

on, "but pandering by the Government re-
sults in being called upon to pay extra,".

Mr. Wild: Who do you think pays it?
Mr. TONKCIN: All right; the hon. mem-

ber is just a little further in. I have the
whole history of the coal position.

Mr. Hawke: This is where the hon. mem-
ber for Dale passes out.

Mr. TONKIN: The implication is that
the present Government will pander to
Latter, but the Liberal-Country Party
will not: it will be much too strong to'
pander to Latter. That is the inference to,
be drawn. The hon. member for Dale
implied that If there were a change of
Government we would be able to utilise as
much open-cut coal as we could get and
supply that cheaper coal to industry.

Mr. Wild: Can't we do that?
Mr. TONKIN: No. because the hon.

member's Government would not do it.
Mr. flawke: What is more, the Country

Party would not agree with the policy.
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Mr. TONKIN: In order to prove the hon.
member's Government would not do it-
and If there was any pandering to Latter
it was done by that Government-let us
have a look at the tile. I refer to Mines
Department file No. 666/51.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You will table this
file?

Mr. TONKIN: No.
Mr. Bovell: You should.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You will, once

you quote from it.
Mr. TONKIN: No; I will not. As things

Stand at present I am under no obligation
to table this file.

Mr. Bovell: If you quote from it you are
=ider a moral obligation.

Mr. Court: You said so the other night.

UMr, TONKIN: No; I did not.

Mr. Wild: What is sauce for the goose
'is sauce for the gander.

Mr. TONKIN: H-on. members opposite
ought to read Standing Orders.

Mr. Court: The other night you wanted
us to cross our hearts and all sorts of
things before you quoted from a report.

Mr. TONKIN: Once I quote from the
file. I can be requested to place it on the
Table of the House. But I have not yet
received any such request.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Will you Put it
on the Table of the House?

Mr. TONKIN: No. I quote from page
140Z of the file to which I have referred.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You are putting
yourself in.

Mr. TONKIN: The following is a report
4of a conference in connection with further
,open cuts at Collie, which was held at
Perth on Friday, the 19th December, 1952.
Among those present was the Hon. C. H.
;Simpson (then Minister for Mines), who
had this to say-

Mr. wild: Where has he gone to?

Mr. TONKIN: The hon. member should
know. This is what he had to say-

You know the industry, so far as
Collie is concerned, is one of keen
importance to the State. The town
and districts are ideally situated and
there is no reason why it should not
become one of the largest and happiest
In the State.

I omitted to mention that Mr. Latter was,
present at this conference. To continue-

But it is necessary to give and take on
the part of everyone concerned. The
demand this morning is in regard to
-open cuts and I am willing to hear the
story, As far as the Government is
concerned they stand substantially
behind their declaration of some
two years ago. That stand has been

modified slightly by the increased
knowledge we now have, but in sub-
stance it still remains. We want to
progressively reduce open cutting.

Mr. Wild: Don't you think things have
altered in the last six years?

Mr. Hawke: The Hon. C. H. Simpson
was a true-blue Liberal then.

Mr. TONKIN: And the hon. member for
Dale was a Minister in that Government.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Circumstances
are entirely different.

Mr. TONKIN: That was the Policy of
that Government. Let us have it again-
"to progressively reduce open cutting."

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Circumstances
have changed.

Mr. TONKIN: I know that.

Mr. Wild: They have also changed in
New South Wales.

Mr. TONKIN., We will see how they
have changed here, because it is very
interesting.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You must be fair
about changed circumstances.

Mr. TONKIN: it is very interesting.
Mr. Court: Have you a copy there of

what the then Leader of the Opposition
said at the 1956 election in regard to
coal policy?

Mr. TONKIN: A number of discussions
had to take place, because that conference
did not get anywhere. Subsequently we
find "A.W." signing, as Deputy Premier on
the 19th January, 1953, this minute-

Cabinet agrees that the Minister for
Mines may open negotiations on above
basis.

Let us see what the above basis was, It
reads,-

Deep coal mining to be encouraged,
and open cut coal mining to be
retarded.

Mr. Hawke: "A.W." still believes in that.

Mr. TONKIN: I will repeat the basis.
It is-

Deep coal mining to be encouraged,
and open cut coal mining to be re-
tarded until the production becomes
approximately 70 per cent, deep coal
mining, and 30 per cent, open-cut
mining.

Why did not the hon. member for Dale
show his Government how advantageous
it would be to have all open-cut coal when
he could reduce the burden on industry?

Mr. Hawke: He was too busy extend-
ing the State brick works.
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Mr. TONKIN: On the other band, he
agrees that negotiations be opened on that
basis. To continue-

Open-cut production to be not more
than that required to meet the differ-
ence between deep mine output and
demand.

Let us examine that. It means a com-
plete elimination of open-cut coal if
sufficient coal from the deep mines could
be obtained to meet the demands.

Mr. Wild;. But can you get sufficient
from the deep mines?

Mr. TONKCIN: That is what the hon.
member agreed to. The hon. member for
Dale, who is telling this Government it is
at fault because it is pandering to Latter,
and will not use more open-cut coal, agreed
to a proposition that virtually meant the
complete elimination of open-cut coal.

Mr. Wild: That was six years ago.
Mr. TONKIN: I do not care if it was

60 years ago; the situation is still the
same.

Mr. Wild: You do not go by the times.
Mr. TONKIN: What difference does it

make if it was six years ago?
Mr. Wild: You installed diesel angines

in the railways. They do not use coal,
and that would make a big difference-

Mr. TONKIN: The other evening the
hon. member advocated more open-cut
coal, which means less deep-mine coal;
and he took the Government to task for
not doing this. Yet he deliberately sup-
ported a policy which would have resulted
in the complete elimination of open-cut
coal. I would like to know where his con-
sideration for the burden on industry was
at that time.

Mr. Wild: it was very different six years
ago.

Mr, TONKIN: The difference is that
deep-mine coal was dearer than it is now.
We are getting cheaper coal.

Sir Ross MeLarty: It is dearer coal,
and that is why the companies are going
bung.

Mr. TONKIN: Hon. members of the
opposition cannot have it both ways. We
all appreciate the dilemma they are in.

Mr. Court: I think you are in the
dilemma. Production figures have not
been maintained to make an economic
price, and you have good reason to be
worried.

Mr. TONKItN: We are getting coal at
a cheaper rate than the previous Govern-
ment did, and we are using a proportion of
open-cut coal. But the hon. member for
Dale speaks with two voices.

Mr. Hawke: He always does.
Sir Ross McLarty: You are moving to-

wards nationialisation of the coal industry.
are you not?

Mr. TONKIN: We are moving towards
more enlightenment on this subject.

Sir Ross McLarty:, You are moving to-
wards nationalisa tion,

Mr. TONKIN: It Is Well that the hon.
members of the Committee have in their
minds the use of the word "manoeuvred",
referred to by the hon. member for Ned-
lands, when appreciating just what went
on with regard to the coal position. On
the 20th January, 1953, the Minister for
Mines put up the following minute to his
Under-Secretary:-

A cabinet minute will reach you in
due course requesting that the pro-
posals be discussed with Owner and
Union representatives.

Please ask Mr. Telfer to arrange
meeting with owners next week, and
this can then be discussed with the
Unions later.

A very commendable action and attitude
on the part of the Minister, to have an
early conference on this matter. There
then appears the following note:-

Note: Hon. Minister on 30/1/53
indicated it would be better to delay
these discussions until after the elec-
tions.

Just imagine the hon. member for Dale
talking about pandering to Latter when
he supported a Government as supine at
that; a Government afraid to take action
because the elections were impending!
That burden he talked about on the busi-
ness community could stay thcre until
after the elections were over, so far as
the bon. member for Dale and his
colleagues were concerned, because the
elections were not held for months later.

Mr. Graham: He is as weak as dish-
water, and just as dirty.

Mr. TONKIN: So much for the sugges-
tion of the hon. member for Dale in re-
gard to the coal position.

Mr. Watts: Which January 30th were
you quoting?

Mr. TONKIN: it was the 30th January,
1953.

Mr. Watts: Elections were held 14 days
after.

Mr. TONKIN: That does not make any
difference to the fact that it was delayed
until after the elections.

Mr. Bovell: Only 14 days to the burly-
burly of elections; I wish the present Gov-
ernment would act as expeditiously.

Mr. TONKCIN: It is clear that it was
the Minister's intention to hold discus-
sions the following week, and he then
suggested that they be held up until after
the elections. I want now to make some
reference to the statements made by the
hon. member for Dale about the trade mis-
sion.

Mr. Wild: The Cook's tour!
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Mr. TONKIN: The hon. member for
Dale comes into this H-ouse and publicly
refers to the trade mission as a Cook's
tour.

Mr. Hawke: Disgraceful!
Mr. TONKIN: He talks about kite-fly-

ing in England and America, and says
that we were rushing around in vain trying
to bring new industries to the State from
overseas. He concluded by saying it would
be sheer luck if anything eventuated.

Mr. BovelI: 1 hope this discussion will
not frighten them away.

Mr. TONKIN: It will not do that; not
while the present Government is in power.
Having delivered himself of that point of
view in this Chamber, the hon. member
for Dale appeared with me publicly at Lake
Jandakot.

Mr. Wild: Hear, hear! Good show,
wasn't it?

Mr. TONKIN: He then eulogised the
mission.

Mr. Thorn: Did he?
Mr. TONKJIN: He eulogised the trade

mission publicly.
Mr. Hawke: That is his form.
Mr. Wild: I didn't. You twist every-

thing.
- Mr. TONKIN: Yes you did! The cir-
cumnstances were put up to me subsequently
by people present who had seen publisbed
what the hon. member bad said in the
House about the trade mission and they
thought it was most remarkable that he
spoke in that way. They were both public
utterances at complete variance.

Sir Ross McLarty: I have seen where
your Leader has made public utterances,
too.

Mr. TONKIN: I do not propose to say
whether the trade mission was a Cook's
tour, kite-flying or not; results will speak
for themselves.

Mr. Wild: It is to be hoped they will, in
the interests of the State.

Mr. TONKIN: However, I can say this:
That it would have been impossible for
any four men to work harder and
with more sincerity than the representa-
tives on that mission. It did not matter
whbether an interview was fixed for mid-
night or 1 am., we kept the arrangement,
irrespective of what else went overboard.
So if it is just sheer luck that we get any-
thing-well, so long as the State gets in-
dustries, what does it matter whether it is
by luck or anything else? The proof of
the puddinga is in the eating.

Mr. Wild: We would not have the
streams of people-

Mr. TONKIN: We will not have to wait
very long. Already two of them from the
United States who were able to get here
spent two days with me the week before
last for necessary discussions.

Mr. Wild: Were they like Mr. Chase?
Mr. Heal: You would like them to be.
Mr. TONKIN: The hon. member for

Dale wants to besmirch everybody. That is
all I want to say about the trade mission
at the moment. The results will prove
whether it was kite-flying, or whether the
mission rushed around in a vain effort. I
am prepared to leave it at that for the time
being.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: When would you
say a follow-up trip would be required?

Mr. TONKIN: It is too early to consider
at the moment. I would like to make some
reference to what the hon. member for
Dale said about the Chase Syndicate. I
think his remark was the most reprehen-
sible thing I have heard here since I have
been in the' House. The hon, member for
Dale said, "I will say publicly from the
floor of this House that people like Wool-
cott Forbes, de Bernales and others, are
children compared with Chase."

Mr. Hawke: It was a scandalous state-
ment to make.

Mr. TONKIN: It is well known that
Woolcott Forbes was convicted and served
time in gaol.

Mr. Wild:* He was a good confidence
man, wasn't he?

Mr. TONKIN: The hon. member for
Dale stated publicly and deliberately that
Woolcott Forbes, de Bern ales, and others
were like children compared with Chase.
However, he did not advance a scintilla of
evidence to back up his comments.

Mr. Wild: You have not told us why
all these men got out of the syndicate.

Mr. TONKIN: The hon. member for
Dale comes here as a character assassin,
attacking a man who is too far away to
defend himself.

Mr. Heal: That is his form.
Mr. TONKIN: He seeks to take this

man's character away without advancing
a single sentence in justification of his
action. Mr. Chase was given excellent
credentials by a Federal minister, who
knows him particularly well.

Mr. Wild: That seems to be the only
defence you have got.

Mr. TONKIN: Wait a minute! One
thing at a time!I The hon. member took
away a man's character without advancing
one single phrase or sentence in support of
his comments. It was just a straight-out
statement. When the mission was at Los
Angeles, all the members were able to
meet Mr. Chase and each one was briefed
by me to make his own independent in-
quiry so that we could arrive at an assess-
ment of his worth in the interests of this
State.

We made our independent Inquiries: and
when we talked about it subsequently, we
were unanimous that he had a very high
standing in the United States, and that he
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was associated with men of probity and
ability on a personal friendship basis-
men who were prepared to back him up
with large sums of money. I repeat that
we carried out inquiries independently,
without the slightest reference to each
other whilst the inquiries were being made.
So no-one was aware of the nature of the
inquiry being made by the others, or the
places where these inquiries were being
made.

Mr. Wild: You have told us this twice.
Mr. TONKCIN: I want it to be remem-

bered that on this mission there were two
men who are very strongly opposed to me
politically and opposed to the Government,
and who, I have no doubt, will speak their
part when the elections come around in an
endeavour to get their particular party in;
but they agree-

Mr. Bovell: That is fair enough.
Mr. TONKIN: -that it is against the

interests of Western Australia to create
the impression that this man is a dishonest
person.

Mr. Wild: What about coming to the
point and telling us why these men got
out?

Mr. TONKIN: The hon. member for
Dale produced no evidence whatever-

Mr. Wild: A lot of evidence has been
given, because men would not be associa-
ted with it.

Mr. TONKIN: -when he made such a
damning statement against the character
of a man who stands so well in the United
States. Mr. Chase admits that he should
have taken more notice of the officers of
the Department of Agriculture, and should
have been guided more by local know-
ledge. He was unlucky, as he struck a bad
season as well and, as a result, the project
had a serious set-back. He is determined
to keep going to the limits of the financial
resources available to him in order to prove
that this project can be made successful.
I will say this: that his very action in
coming here focussed attention upon
Esperance and Western Australia, to our
very great advantage.

When Robert Dowling came here before
the mission arrived back, he did so for the
special purpose of Placing substantial re-
sources behind the Chase Syndicate. He
had discussions with me before he left New
York and gave me evidence of the extent
of the financial assistance which he was
able to Provide. Therefore, it was no short-
coming on Chase's Part that Dowling did
not go on with the proposal. It had noth-
ing to do with Chase himself, but was
brought about by a set of circumstances
which were most unfortunate and about
which I am desirous of learning a little bit
more. All the members of the trade mis-
sion are strongly of the opinion that Mr.
Chase is a man of Sound worth and probity
and should be given every encouragement.

Mr. Wild: Before you sit down, what
about telling us of the reputable business-
men in Western Australia and Australia
who resigned one after the other.

Mr. TONKIN: If I had time I would
throw some enlightenment upon that, too.

Mr. Wild: If you had the time!
Mr. T2ONKIN: However, that is not

necessary, because I have dealt with the
scurrilous allegation of the hon. member
for Dale which he made without any
foundation whatever, and have endeav-
cured to show how false it was and how
much against the interests of Western
Australia that he should speak in that
way. This no confidence motion was ill-
based and ill-supported, and should cer-
tainly be roundly condemned.

THE HON. D. BRANDI (Greenough-
on amendment) [5.55]: The Minister who
has just resumed his seat closed on the
note that there were no grounds for the

a1ttack on the Government, and that the
censure motion was not soundly based. We
would not anticipate that the Deputy
Leader of the Government would say any-
think else-

Mr. Bovell: He has got to wriggle out of
it somehow.

Mr. BRAND: -in reply to the speech
of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.
who put forward a very strong argument
in condemning the Government generally
for its inertia and poor administration of
this State. I am sorry to say that the
Deputy Premier did not answer the case.

Mr. Johnson: Do you know what was in
his speech?

Mr. BRAND: He dealt with the problem
of water rates, wvhich is just a very minute
matter in the whole subject of the censure.
He quoted me at length-going back to
1952-from a file which I am sure we could
ask to be laid on the Table of the House.
He based his argument in respect of the
matter of water rates on the subject-
heading of a public statement which I did
not read; and even if I had, I do not think
it would affect the issue at the present
time.

The attack was made on the Minister fo
Works for a statement which he made
saying that water rates would not be
increased for this year, and which has been
repeated time and time again. Whether
rates are being increased or not will be
assessed only in the total cost for water
to the consumer when he receives his rate
notice at the end of the financial year.

The same misunderstanding arose be-
tween the then hon. member for Kalgoorlie
and myself in respect of this matter, and
I remember giving the same explanation;
but that, I am sure, does not justify the
Deputy Premier making a further state-
ment, which, in itself, is misleading;
because the acting Minister for Works.
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during the absence of the Minister for
Works, and in reply to a question on 'water
rates, said that 40 per cent. of the increased
income of the Water Supply Department
could be traced to increased valuation--
47 per cent. overall.

The Minister also made great play about
the previous Cabinet changing its mind on
a decision in respect to the increase of
water rates. I well remember that dis-
cussion; and the argument put forward
by private members to the Government
was that, because of the sharp increase in
valuations, there would be proof in the
long run that there was no need to increase
the water rates, and on that informaiton
the Government acted. I am well aware
that when the present Minister took over
from me at the Works Department, the
departmental officers of the Metropolitan
Water Supply Department were most
anxious-conscientiously believing that the
deficit would grow-that the water rates
should be increased; and so, in his inno-
cence, the Minister, knowing that many
had made similar mistakes, took it to
Cabinet, which increased the rates, no
doubt with an eye on the fact that.
ultimately, if the revaluations were so steep
and the increased income was so marked,
the Minister would be able to appeal to
the electors by decreasing the water rate,
which he ultimately did. That is the story.

Mr. Tonkin: If that was so, it would
hardly be an innocent action.

Mr. BRAND: I think the Minister had
not been there quite long enough to assess
the overall position; and, seeing that he
had three years ahead of him in which to
administer the department, he made a
move in which I am sure he felt secure.
However, when the hon. member for Ned-
lands moved this censure motion and in-
cluded this point, I am sure he was simply
attacking the minister on the fact that the
water rates--and the water bill per con-
sumer-had increased sharply, while the
statement the Minister made in the Press
would indicate that there had been no
increase.

Hon. members will have further oppor-
tunity of debating their many problems,
during the debate on the general Estimates;
but I wish to take this opportunity-in
supporting the censure motion-to say that
in the minds of the people of Western Aus-
tralia at Present there is a great deal of
confusion as to where the Government is
going, particularly in relation to a matter
raised by the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion-the inquiry into the Railway Depart-
ment. It was stated by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition that this was an inquiry
of convenience, and I feel that it is indeed
a great convenience to the Government of
the day.

Mr. Tonkin: It seems more like an
inconvenience, to me.

Mr. BRAND: It is very convenient for
the Government, for the simple reason
that, whilst this inquiry-it has now been
going on for about two years, I think-
continues, it does to some extent avoid a
great deal of debate and censure which
might otherwise take place in this House
in relation to railway matters.

Mr. Nulsen: Don't you think the Royal
Commissioner has done a good job?

Mr. BRAND: I feel that the Royal
Commissioner, when making his initial
inquiry into the administration of the
railways--based on the points of reference
laid down by the Government-ascertained
certain facts which any inquiry would
have disclosed. The Government was im-
pressed with the need for some inquiry
into the administration of the railways and
undertook to have an inquiry held, at the
time when the motion for the closure of
certain railways was agreed to-

Mr. Graham: That is precisely what
the Government is doing.

Mr. BRAND): As we know, Mr. Smith
Was appointed to make inquiries into cer-
tain matters regarding the administration
of the railways; and, as the result of his
findings, the Government decided to ap-
point him a Royal Commissioner and he
has presented his interim reports one by
one to the Governor -in -Council, and they
have in due course been made public.
First of all, No. I commissioner, then No.
2 commissioner and, finally, the chief com-
missioner of railways were removed from
office. In spite of the fact that the re-
port of Magistrate Smith was damning
in respect of some of the commissioners,
they did not have opportunity of giving
Magistrate Smith their side of the story.

It has been said of Commissioner Smith
that he is basing his inquiry on documen-
tary evidence-evidence taken from the
files. However right he may feel in that
regard, and however impartial he may be-
lieve that policy and line of inquiry to be,
if we take the former chief commissioner,
Mr Hall, as an example, we must agree
that he had some right to be given oppor-
tunity to be heard and explain certain of
the matters dealt with by Commissioner
Smith in his report. I understand from
Mr. Hall himself that he did not have
that opportunity.

it has been the same in regard to
Magistrate Smith's reports from No. 1
right up to No. 7; and the Premier to-
night was loth to say just what section
of the railways or who was being inquired
into. He said that would be made public
when the report was tabled or released to
the public; and surely the whole staff and
administration of the railways must be on
pins and needles to know who will be in-
quired into next, well realising, of course,
that they will not have an opportunity of
being called before the commissioner to ex-
plain their actions.

Mr. Norton: Is that your opinion?
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Mr. BRAND: It has been the history of
the whole inquiry, so far. There have
been two commissioners, one acting and
one on a permanent basis, appointed to
take over the administration of the rail-
ways; and one cannot imagine either of
those two men making any radical change
in policy or committing himself to paper
when, in the same building, Royal Com-
missioner Smith is still inquiring into
somebody or some aspect of the admini-
stration; and I imagine, from what we
have already heard, that no-one concerned
will be given an opportunity of explain-
ing his actions.

I feel that the time has arrived when
the Govprnment should bring this inquiry
to an end and call upon the Royal Com-
missioner to issue a consolidated report;
unless he Is to be appointed on a permanent
basis to inquire into further aspects of
railway working, not forgetting the fact
that during the Period of his inquiry he
has been taken away to inquire into cer-
tain aspects of another industry.

Are we to assume that Mr. Smith
is to be a Royal Commissioner in-
quiring into. all the problems which face
the present Government? I think justi-
fiable criticism has been levelled regarding
the way the situation has developed, and
I believe it is high time that this Prolonged
inquiry was Placed in toto before the Gov-
ernment so that it might make some over-
all decision. If the object of the inquiry
was to obtain better, more streamlined,
and more efficient administration of the
Railway Department, I feel that, up to
this point, it has achieved just the oppo-
site.

Mr. O'Brien:
that, the Leader
say, "Why didn't

If the Government did
of the Opposition would
you go further?"

Mr. BRAND: The hon. member for
Murchison is anticipating that I, or per-
haps someone from his side of the
Chamber, would ask why the Government
did not go further. We know that Com-
missioner Smith has been appointed to
make inquiries--a little belatedly, I think
-into the reasons for the closure of cer'-
tamn country lines, or the suspension of
those lines, and to report to the Govern-
ment on the wisdom of restarting those
services. I feel that he must be awfully
confused, because, if he read the speech
of the Minister for Transport, when ap-
pealing to this House to support the motion
for the suspension of 800-odd miles of rail
services, he must have been impressed by
the fact that the Government was unani-
mous and right behind this thing. It felt
that the closure of these lines was a major
contribution to the solution of the problem
of the railways; and a great deal of politi-
cal controversy arose as the motion was
passing through both Houses of Parlia-
ment. But imagine our amazement-

Mr. O'Brien: Imagine the Country
Party's amazement!

Mr. BRAND: Imagine our amazement
when the Minister, on two occasions, said
he was not in favour of it; and when the
Minister for Railways, on going up into
the electorate of the hon. member for Mt.
Marshall, I think, said that the Govern-
ment did not consider it was a good thing
to close the lines. There is one of those
closed lines in my electorate, and I think
the same problem was presented to every
hon. member whose electorate was affected.
I wish to stress the confusion which must
surround Royal Commissioner Smith in
dealing with what is a very difficult mat-
ter-

Mr. May: He will get by.

Mr. BRAND: I have no doubt that he
will endeavour to sift the wheat from the
chaff and present the Government with
some recommendation regarding the re-
opening of certain lines.

Mr. Watts: If the Royal Commissioner
would only make them cart the wheat, that
would suit me.

Mr. BRAND: That interjection is a lead
as to one point into which Royal Commis-
sioner Smith should inquire; but I am deal-
ing with the general set-up in respect of
the Royal Commissioner-his standing;
and how long he is to remain a Royal Com-
missioner, as well as when his services are
to be terminated as a general inquirer and
investigator for the Government in respect
of some of the problems which it cannot
solve for itself.

Mr. Graham: It is a remarkable thing
that you only got excited about the Royal
Commissioner after he trod on the corns
of some of your supporters among the
vested interests.

Mr. Court: That is not so. Get the Pre-
mier to show you my letter of the 19th
December and his reply of the 30th Janu-
ary!

Mr. BRAND: I am not concerned as to
the commissioner's findings in respect of
any particular person at this stage. What
we are interested in. is the unfortunate
reaction of the public to the report laid
on the Table of the House recently in re-
spect of companies or persons or indivi-
duals, wherein Royal Commissioner Smith
clearly indicates that the report is based
on documentary evidence and that he has
not heard the story of the accused. I be-
lieve it is fairly said that that is an in-
justice. The accusation is not made against
Mr. Smith; but I think he merits criticism,
in that, before making accusations of a
public nature and condemning people, he
did not obtain from them their evidence
and reasons as to why certain things took
place.

Mr. Graham: Would you support a full
inquiry into the timber firms?

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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Mr. BRAND: I was saying that al- Mr. BRAND: In other capital cities
though the commissioner originally set
out to rectify or solve certain problems
within the railways administration, and to
report to the Government upon the ways
and means of doing so, the time has now
arrived for the investigation to be brought
to a close and the administration allowed
to take over completely and resume its
normal activities. In short, there should
be removed from within the railway ad-
ministration that fear, doubt, and lack of
confidence which must remain if there is
always lurking around the corner the
Prospect of a further inquiry.

Although the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition raised a number of points when
moving this vote of censure against the
Government, I want to depart a little from
the amendment for a moment or two to
make mention of the problems that con-
front the taxi-drivers of the metropolitan
area. I think it is fair to say that there
has never been such discontent and dis-
satisfaction among the members of any
business or industry as there is among the
taxi-drivers in the City of Perth today.

Anyone who gets into a taxi at the
present time and directs the driver to Pro-
ceed to Parliament House will be immedi-
ately questioned as to whether he knows
the Minister for Transport or anything
regarding his policy with respect to the
control of taxis. Those people who are
able to obtain the services of a taxi at any
time within the city are wondering what
is wrong with the taxi industry. The
minister for Transport is well aware
of the discontent that prevails and the
criticism of himself that is so often made.
together with the many suggestions that
have been put forward as to how the Prob-
lems can be solved.

Mr. May: I came up here with one to-
day and he was very happy.

Mr. BRAND: He must be the only one.
In fact, I am sure, if the hon. member for
Collie were outspoken, he would admit that
on a number of other occasions he has
heard many stories of dissatisfaction from
taxi-drivers.

Mr. Graham: Did they wait on you last
year?

Mr. BRAND: Yes; and as a matter of
fact they have taken deputations of one
sort or another to the various political
leaders. I believe they have been to the
Minister for Transport. Whether it is
right that he imposed the condition that
he would not receive them till they joined
the Transport Workers' Union, I cannot
say: but that was a statement that was
published.

Mr. Graham: Did you accept it?

Mr. BRAND: In view of the lack of
denial by the Minister, I am afraid I have
no alternative.

Mr. Graham: You can take it from me
that it is completely untrue.

there does not seem to be a state of dis-
satisfaction among the taxi-drivers, and a
claim that it is very difficult to eke out an
existence by driving a taxi, as is the case
in the City of Perth. I do not know what
is wrong, but the state of the industry
does not seem to reflect the policy that was
followed by the Government in regard to
the control placed on service stations,
whereby, as a result of the evidence sub-
mitted, the Government decided to limit
the number of petrol stations and to close
some of them over the week-end in order
to eliminate the intensive competition that
was causing some hardship to many of the
service-station proprietors. The taxi-driv-
ers claim that action similar to that ought
to be taken in respect to the issue of taxi
licence plates, which I understand are still
being issued at the rate of seven or eight
a month.

Mr. Graham: Yes, but not being sold at
the price of £700 or £800 a pair.

Mr. flRAND: The Minister for Trans-
port can get up on his feet later and ex-
plain the Position: but all I know, as one
who uses taxis, is that there is a great
deal of discontent and dissatisfaction
among the taxi-drivers against the action
of the Minister.

Mr. Graham: You would be concerned
about the criticism of the Minister,
wouldn't you?

Mr. BRAND: I would be just as much
concerned about that as the Minister would
be concerned about me, or anybody else
in the political wor4d. The Minister can
take the change out of that.

Mr. Graham: I would like to know what
the taxi-men got after they approached
you.

Mr. BRAND: The Minister for Trans-
port has the means, the authority, and
evidently the control in regard to this
industry; and the problem is in his lap.
If he feels that he cannot face up to it,
he should get out and let somebody else
have a go.

Mr. Graham: I am not complaining;
but you are.

Mr. BRAND: I am only raising the
question because it has been put to me
and to the members of this Committee on
a number of occasions outside the Chamber
by the taxi-men in the hope that their
problem might be investigated and some
solution found. Whether the solution lies
in greater rationalisation within the in-
dustry; whether there should be any limit
Placed on the issue of the taxi plates, I
am not certain, because I have not the
necessary information before me to en-
able me to arrive at a decision. Evidently,
the policy that is followed in other capital
cities is that a formula Is applied. The
taxi licence plates are issued according to
the population in any particular area.
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Mr. Graham: Before many days are turnovers, to create employment, and to
passed we will have an opportunity of
testing whether these are crocodile tears
or whether they are genuine.

Mr. B3RAND: They are certainly not
crocodile tears; and the ball Is in the Min-
ister's corner, because he is the person
who has been subjected to extremely
severe criticism.

Mr. Graham: By wham?
Mr. BRAND: By a majority of the taxi-

drivers.
Mr. May: Would you like to know the

main complaint of the taxi-driver who
drove me to Parliament House today? He
complained that his radiator was leaking.

Mr. BRAND: I think this vote of cen-
sure against the Government could be
directed against the atmosphere which has
been created by the present administra-
tion in the world of commerce and trade.
The Government has helped to build up
a lack of confidence and a lack of trust
among men of business, and among those
who are associated with it. The Deputy
Premier returned from his travels over-
seas with the trade mission imbued with
the prospect of attracting industry to this
State. From the statements made in this
Chamber and without, it is evident that
he is of the opinion that a great many of
our problems can be solved by attracting
industries--not small industries, but large
ones with tremendous capital-to the
State.

However, there is still evidence that
some of the hon. members of this Parlia-
ment are very chary with regard to their
attitude towards private enterprise. The
Premier, in a speech made in this Chamber
only recently, reflected in some ways on
private industry; on capitalism and the
heads of capitalism whom the Liberal
Party supports. There was the inference
in his remarks that there is something
suspicious: that there is something about
capitalism or these large industries that
we should not accept.

There needs to be a clearing of the decks,
as it were; a clearing of the atmosphere
which prevails in Western Australia, if we
are to attract industry and appear to be
genuinely happy to have new industries
establish themselves here, and to convey
that we genuinely welcome them to this
State; that we are anxious to assist them
in every way possible to make a success of
their establishments.

I know that representatives of the Gov-
ernment have canvassed very attractive
offers to many industries. However, no
matter how attractive they might be to
investors and those with large capital to
be invested, unless such people are confi-
dent, when they arrive in Western Austra-
lia, that they are not going to be the
subject of inquiry and criticism, but will
be given a free rein to establish them-
selves, to make profits, to create large

develop the State generally, such offers will
be to no avail.

The problem which seems to exist in this
State at the moment is a lack of confidence
in industry.. Until we restore confidence in
private enterprise; until we show the pri-
vate individual that we are willing to give
him his head if he puts into practice some
scheme to make profits; until we are pre-
pared to say, "Well done" rather than look
upon him with suspicion because he is
allegedly making exceptional profits-

Mr. Lawrence: What are Your immedi-
ate suggestions for a cure?

Mr. BRAND: In the first place, change
the Government; and, secondly, at the first
opportunity, remove from the statute book
any laws which tend to control or authorise
investigations without giving to the person
being investigated a reasonable oppor-
tunity to explain his case. In fact, it
would not hurt this State to open Its doors
to private enterprise and to those with
capital to be invested in secondary or
primary industry.

The State should allow private enter-
prise to have its head and permit trade
and commerce to go on its way untram-
melled for some years. Although there
may be some undue profits being made and
some problems associated with such trade,
If we are to develop and populate this
State. that is what we will have to do.

Mr. Potter: Would you say that your
comments are calculated to entice industry
here?

Mr. BRAND: We all know-including
the Deputy Premier and the Minister for
Transport-that if we are to achieve any-
thing by way of setting up new industries--
secondary industries--in this State, and
attracting to Western Australia the millions
of private capital necessary for our develop-
ment, we will have to change our ways and
restore the confidence that has been lack-
ing ever since this Government took office.
It gives me great pleasure to support the
censure motion moved by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition.

MR. BOVELL (Vasse-on amendment)
[7.451: This amendment is most timely
because for some time now the Govern-
ment has got into a lethargic attitude; It
can be described as Western Australia's
"mark-time" Government.

Mr. Andrew: I hope you will put forward
something to support that statement.

M-r. BOVELL: The particular phase of
the motion which appeals to me is the con-
tentioxtof the Deputy Leader of the opposi-
tion that the Government has failed to use
funds at its disposal to the best advantage
of the State. I regret to say that a number
of services in the country are being
penalised by the Government, and I desire
to deal with two specifically.
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The first is the lack of hygiene facilities
in small country schools, brought about
by the refusal of the Government to install
septic systems. It is the duty Of all govern-
ments to ensure that such small schools
are adequately provided for in the way of
hygiene. Such a matter should receive
the earnest consideration of the Govern-
ment, and early action should be taken
by it.

Mr. W. Hegney: What did your Govern-
ment do in this respect?

Mr. Graham: Nothing.
Mr. BOVELL: I have made representa-

tions to the Minister for Education from
time to time.

Mr. W. Hegney: For high schools.

Mr. BOVELL: I raised the matter of
septic system installation in country
schools on a number of occasions. To
inform this Chamber of the vital need for
action to be taken by the Government
forthwith, I would point out that every
local authority in country districts, where
lack of septic system exists, is most con-
cerned about the inaction of the Govern-
ment. I have here a letter dated the 24th
July, 1958, from the Busselton Road Board
which says--

You, no doubt, are aware of the
conditions of sanitation in country
schools within this district. The out-
moded pan system in country schools
met with considerable discussion at a
meeting of this board held last evening,
and I was instructed to forward copies
of correspondence forwarded to, and
received from, both the Health Depart-
ment and the Education Department
concerning this matter, with a view to
your taking it up with the Minister.

The Board feels that no further good
will be gained by approaching either
of the departments as they are pass-
ing the question between both depart-
ments. It will be greatly appreciated
if you will assist In this matter.

Yours faithfully,
T. McCulloch-Secretary.

I have also received a letter from the
Augusta-Margaret River Road Board
dated the 12th September, 1958, in regard
to the Forest Grove school and the septic
installation there. It says-

Following an adverse report by the
District Medical Officer on the con-
dition of the sanitary conveniences at
Forest Grove school, representation
was made to the Education Depart-
ment and the Health Department for
the installation of a septic tank facility
at the school.

It is understood from the depart-
mental reply that although the school
is listed for such work no indication
can be given as to when it will be

done. It will be appreciated if you
will follow up the board's representa-
tion in this matter.

Mr. W. Hegney: Would you like the
Government to knock off work at the
Busselton High School?

Mr. BOVELL: I would not like anything
of the sort. It is imperative that the work
on the Busselton High School be completed
without further delay. What I want the
Minister to do is to outline a policy in re-
gard to installation of septic systems in
outback country schools. The Government
has procrastinated and has given no in-
dication as to when and how this work will
proceed.

Mr. W. Hegney: What did your Govern-
ment do?

Mr. BOVELL: We appreciate that every-
thing cannot be done at once, but it is the
Government's duty to present to Parlia-
ment and the people a policy which will
indicate that it is endeavouring to cope
with this problem confronting the State.
I ask the Minister to give some considera-
tion to presenting to Parliament a scheme
which will bring about the progressive In-
stallation of hygienic sanitary systems in
country schools.

Mr. Potter: I think there is a bit of
political smell about this matter.

Mr. BOVELL: I do not know what type
of smell there Is about the hon. member
for Subiaco. This is a vital matter. Edu-
cation in the country has progressed to the
stage where septic systems are almost a
necessity. I do hope that the Minister
will evolve a progressive system of in-
stallations so that Parliament and the
people can be advised accordingly.

It is no good putting off this matter from
day to day, month to month, and year to
year. Only the other day the hon. mem-
ber for Harvey raised a similar question
regarding the very serious position that
exists in the Yarloop school. Here is one
way mn which the Government has failed
to use the funds at its disposal to the best
advantage of the State.

The second matter which is most vital
to country districts is school bus services.
Today, with the decline in prices of primary
products, the position has arisen where we
should show the producers that we are
interested in their welfare, and we should
provide them with as many amenities as
are possible. This State has developed in
an unsatisfactory fashion in having well
over half the Population within a radius
of 30 miles of the metropolitan area-and
this in a State with just under 1.000,000
square miles of territory. The portion of
the Population in the metropolitan area is
increasing as the months pass; it will in-
crease further if the Government does not
wake up to its responsibility to provide
necessary services in country districts.
School buses are vital to the peotle in
such districts.
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Last Year. in an attempt to save money, Mr. BOVELL: I do not think so.
the Government Pruned expenditure on
school buses in country districts. I asked
a question earlier in the session about this
matter, and the Minister for Education re-
plied that the cost for school bus services
for 1956-57 was £936,651, and the cost for
1957-58 was £904,523, or a saving by this
curtailment of school bus services of just
over £32,000. Recently there was a further
prning in my electorate, and this was done
without consultation with the parents and
the Persons affected.

If we are to retain people in country
districts we must Provide them with es-
sential services. The most essential need
is that children In the country have the
opportunity to receive education to enable
them to equip themselves adequately for
their problems in later life. If these essen-
tials are not provided it will mean con-
tinuation of the drift of population to the
city, and a completely unbalanced economy.
The State will suffer adversely as a result.
Those are two matters which vitally con-
cern residents in the Country. I am con-
vinced that the Government, by its failure
to provide these essentials, is not using the
funds at its disposal to the best advan-
tage of the State.

When the Deputy Premier was speaking
a little while ago, he referred to increase
in valuations. By way of interjection, I
asked him what was the basis of the de-
partmental system for arriving at the
valuations. The Minister shelved the inter-
jection and said that time would not per-
mit of his going into that question. Valua-
tions in country districts in particular are
becoming alarming. Here again, with a
fall in the price of primary products, and
with an increase in land valuations, any
imposition of a tax on capital-if those
people have any capital left-is indeed
wrong in principle.

Mr. Heal: I thought you said land valua-
tions were decreasing as a result of rail
closures.

Mr. BOVELL: Land valuations are go-
ing down, but unfortunately valuations of
the Taxation Department are Increasing.

Mr. Graham: They are based on actual
sales.

Mr. BOVELL: That is an entirely false
premise on which to base valuations. In
my opinion the only way to base valuations
is to make progressive valuations over the
years. The final value arrived at for
taxation purposes should be based on what
a property can be sold for on the depressed
market, and not on what a similar
property brings on an inflated market. It
should certainly not be based on what
some specific Person who has a use for such
land at a particular time is prepared to
pay.

Mr. Tonkin: If that basis is adopted,
there will be very substantial increases in
valuations.

Mr. Tonkin: I am sure of it.
Mr. BOVELL: In spite of what the hon.

member says, let us look at the increased
valuations that have been made. Where
valuations are increased, the department
should give some justification. Last ses-
sion I asked questions relating to increased
valuations on metropolitan and rural Pro-
perties. Some of the increases were alarm-
ing. I spoke about one in my district,
about which the Deputy Premier well
knows; that is, Quindalup. In one Year the
valuations in the Quindalup area were in-
creased by 2,130 per cent, Of course, that
is entirely ridiculous.

Mr. Lawrence: What percentage?
Mr. BOVELL: It was 2,130 per cent.
Mr. Lawrence: I cannot see that.
Mr. BOVELL: I cannot help that. Those

were the replies given in answer to ques-
tions I asked in the last session.

Mr. Lawrence: I do not believe it.
Mr. BOVELL: The hon. member can

consult the Hanard reports. In Derby the
valuations were increased by 2,179 per
cent. If the value of a property was £1,
it was increased by 2,179 per cent.

Mr. Tonkin: Covering what Period?
Mr. BOVELL: The period shown in the

answers. It was during one year.
The Minister for Works: What volume

of Hansard are you quoting from?
Mr. BOVELL: Vol. 1, page 501, of the

1957 Hansard. That was for the year
ended the 30th June, 1956. There are
many other alarming increases in the
country areas. A revision should be made
immediately. Not only does this affect the
imposition of land tax on these Properties;
but, in most cases, local authorities adopt
the taxation values, and there is a result-
ant rise in local authority rates. All these
charges which the Government is imposing
on primary industry have become so
impossible of application that it is only
forcing people in rural areas to abandon
their efforts and come to the city.

I hear it said repeatedly in my own
electorate, "What is the good of carrying
on here? We do so under all sorts of
difficulties; whereas we could go to Perth
and get the amenities provided for us on
tap." So the Government, in my opinion.
has neglected the outback country areas.
It has not used the funds at its disposal
to the best advantage of the State. and
there is no better advantage to the State
than that which comes from encouraging
primary production.

Mr. Heal: What kinds?
Mr. BOVELL: All types of primary pro-

duction. such as fruit growing and dairying.
I think we should be self-sufficient in
primary production. If we have no surplus
to export, we are virtually bankrupt.
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Mr. Lawrence:, floes that refer to raising
families?

Mr. BOVELL: The raising of families In
the country areas is made all the more
difficult by the Government's refusal to
realise the difficult conditions under which
the people have to live.

Mr. Lawrence: Is that why you have not
had a go?

Mr. BOVELL: The next matter I want
to deal with is vital in the metropolitan
area; and that is, the transport system
which exists in the city and suburban
areas at the present time. The replace-
ment of trains by buses has been a com-
plete failure. I believe that the Govern-
ment-

Mr. Heal: Who told you that?
Mr. BOVELL: -did not investigate this

position just as it did not investigate the
closing of 842 miles of country railways
fully before it took action. The hon. mem-
ber for West Perth interjected, "Who told
you that?" I travel on the buses; and if
the hon. member of West Perth travelled
on them, too, he would find from his own
personal experience that the present system
of transport-especially going through his
own district-is totally inadequate.

The other day, I boarded a bus at the
William-st. intersection, and there was an
old lady about to step ion the bus. The
driver did not see her because the bus was
packed. As a consequence, she was
dragged some distance before she let go
and fell to the roadway.

Mr. Heal: Why didn't she let go straight
away?

Mr. BOVELL: I do not know. But it
just shows that the buses are not capable
of coping with the traffic. The tram
system may have been slow; but I say this
from my own experience, that it was
quicker to get by tram, from one point to
another-especially between East Perth
and Sublaco-than it is under the existing
bus service.

Mr. Graham: You would say anything.

Mr. BOVELL: It is a pity the Minister
for Transport did not travel on these buses
and experience the discomfort which the
people of the city are facing under this
transport system. I believe the Minister
for Transport just went ahead with the
plan, without taking into account the prob-
lems with which the people would be con-
fronted. I am not worried about what
confronts the Government. It is the People
the Government should consider; and the
people in West Perth, Subiaco, and the East
Perth electorate-which the Minister him-
self represents-are Very concerned about
the existing bus transport system, because
it does not adequately cope with the re-
quirements of the travelling public in those
areas today.

Mr. Graham: The humorous part about
It is that the Government you supported
closed down more mileages of tram lines
than has this Government.

Mr. BOVELL: It did so after investiga-
tions were made.

Mr. Graham: No investigations were
made.

Mr. BOVELL: There was no outcry from
the people who were travelling on the buses.
Let the Minister-instead of travelling
around in a Government car-come from
the Town Hall to Parliament House in
peak periods--say, in the lunch hour-or
from Subiaco to Perth between 8.30 anm.
and 9 a.m. when the peak rush is on-

Mr. W. Hegney: We have half a day's
work over by then.

Mr. BOVELL: -and see how the people
are being catered for. The Minister for
Transport has, in his usual way, acted
hastily-

Mr. Graham: He has acted.

Mr. BOVELL: -in this matter, and
disposed of the tram system and pulled
up the lines so that there is no possibility
of the trains being reverted to. In its
place, he has imposed a system which is
totally inadequate for the requirements of
the travelling public in the metropolitan
area, and particularly in the city.

Mr. Graham: Are you seriously suggest-
ing that trains should be brought back?

Mr. BOVELL: I am seriously suggesting
that the system at the moment is totally
inadequate;, and I repeat that it was
quicker to get from East Perth to Subiaco
on a tram than it is to do so by the
existing bus service, because the buses are
inadequate to cope with the people that
want to travel on them, especially at peak
periods. Let the Minister go from the
Town Hall to Rokeby-rd. from 5 o'clock
onwards.

Mr. Potter: How often do you do that?

Mr. BOVELL:, Well, perhaps once, twice,
or three times a week when I am in
the city.

Mr. Potter: To Rokeby-rd.?
Mr. BOVELL: As far as Colin-st.; and

it is the passengers who travel the longer
distances that have the most discomfort
and inconvenience. Let the Minister take
heed of this. There is no doubt about it.
If the hon. member for Sublaco upholds
this iniquitous system, I think his electors
will have something to say about it, as is
the case with the hon. member for West
Perth. If they uphold this iniquitous sys-
tem, they will not be serving their electors
as they should be; and I bring the matter
to the notice of the Minister for Trans-
port and ask him to travel on these buses
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at peak periods and not run around in a
motorcar. Let him travel in a taxi or
two, and bear of the remarks--

Mr. Graham: You should stick in your
office at Busselton. You don't know any-
thing of the matter. Fancy iron, square-
wheel trains back on the roads!I A pre-
historic wonder, that is what you are.

Mr. BOVELL: I never advocated the
iron tram wheels. I was saying this: They
should never have been done away with
before an adequate system of transport was
inaugurated to cope with the require-
inents of the people. I repeat: Let the
Minister travel on this metropolitan bus
service from East Perth to Subiaco during
the peak period, and he will find out that
what I am saying is correct. I support
the amendment moved by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. It is timely;
and I repeat again that, as the previous
Labour Government, rightly so, got the
name of the "Cobweb Government," so the
present is a "Mark-Time Government."

MR. MAY (Collie--on amendment)
18.103: 1 do not intend to speak at any
length on this amendment, but I feel that
I should at least let the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition know exactly how I feel to-
wards it. The total estimated expendi-
ture is £61,766,331, and the crux of the
amendment moved by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition is that it be reduced by
El: and I would say that the value of this
amendment is characterised by the amount
of £1 as against the total expenditure,
under the Estimates, of £61,766,331.

Sir Ross McLarty: Your Federal Leader
did the same thing in the Federal Parlia-
ment.

Mr. MAY: He was on the right track.
We sat here last Thursday afternoon and
listened to the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position put up a case-or try to puit up a
case-in support of his amendment, from
2.33 p.m. to 5.9 p.m-31 hours.

Mr. Court: Fair go! Your arithmetic is
very bad.

Mr. W. Hegney: Two and a half hours.
Mr. MAY: Two and a half hours. I

would say by the time he had finished,
he had everybody in the depths of despair
as to what was going to happen to Western
Australia. He had everybody in tear--

Mr. Court: I must have done better than
I thought.

Mr. MAY: -thinking about what was
going to happen to this State if what the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition was say-
ing was true. I am very happy to assert
that what the Deputy Leader of the
opposition was saying was perfectly un-
true; and as a consequence, everything to
which he referred will go on just the same,
despite what he said last Thursday after-
noon.

I would say that never once during the
time he spoke did he rise to the status of
either Deputy Leader or Leader of the
Party that he represents. There was not
one item which he could find from the
speech of the Treasurer in introducing the
Estimates that was worth any modicum of
praise whatever. According to him every-
thing which had been done, and which
was anticipated to be done in the forth-
coming year was absolutely out of control,
out of step, and out of everything. He
could not find anything at all to commend
it in any way; which goes to show that
before he got up to speak, he had
thoroughly made up his mind that every-
thing was going to be absolutely lost so
far as Western Australia was concerned.
He finished up by criticising what he said
was a series of inconsistencies; but he
never told us at any stage what those in-
consistencies were.

Mr. Court: I did. I explained them
earlier in the piece. You must have been
out uf the Chamber.

Mr. MAY: I did not miss any part of the
speech the hon. member made, because I
was looking for one ray of hope for West-
ern Australia during the course of it. I
took particular notice of what he said, and
I said to myself, "God help Western Aus-
tralia if that is going to happen to us! "
The Deputy Leader of the opposition
proved to me that he knew very little of
what is going on outside the metropolitan
area.

Mr. Heal: He does not know what is
going on inside of it.

Mr. MAY: If a channel could be made
through the top of the head of the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, speaking in a
political sense, all one would be able to
see would be the area from the Public
Works Department to the end of St.
George's Terrace. That is all that could
be seen. His whole mind exists on what
happens t n St. George's Terrace. He
started to talk about the drop in the price
of wool, and got lost. He did not know
whether it had dropped or gone up by the
time he had finished. However, he did
deplore the drop in the wool price; and I
want to ask, "Don't we all deplore the
drop?" Of course we do!

Mr. Court: It sound& like you agree with
me.

Mr. MAY: Would anybody blame this
Government for it, though? I could tell
him something about this wool business,
but will save that for a future occasion
when the time is opportune and ripe. But
while he deplored the drop in the price of
wool, he did not say one single word re-
garding the situation in this State at the
present time in regard to the coming wheat
harvest.
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As I said, his mind is concentrated on
St. George's Terrace and he does not know
what is going on. I want to suggest to
him that he go 200 miles up country and
see the prosperity there, and that he
should not come in here shedding croco-
dile tears for the fate of Western Austra-
lia in the hands of this Government.

I would say that, taken by and large.
the drop in the price of wool will be amply
made up--so far as this State is concerned
-by the tremendous harvest we will have
by Christmas. No hon. member, of either
R-ouse, should miss going to the country
and seeing the prosperity that will be ours
as a. result of the wheat harvest. It is
something to be amazed at. I can realise
why the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
had nothing to say about the wheat situ-
ation in Western Australia, because he
never goes past the Causeway. All his
interests are centred in St. George's Ter-
race and he does not know what is going
on outside of the metropolitan area.

Mr. Court: I am amazed at you.
Mr. MAY: I know the hon. member

owns a motorcar, and I suggest that if he
made a trip next week along the Midland
line towards Geraldton, or up the Wongan
Hills line, he would be a different man al-
together when he returned to Perth. He
would probably get up in his place and
say, "I am satisfied that Western Australia
is not going to the dogs, but is in a state
of prosperity, and everything is all right."

Mr. Bovell: You are not saying that
this Government has given the State a
good season, are you?

Mr. Hawke: The hon. member would
have blamed us had there been a drought.

Mr. MAY: I do not want to say very
much on the amendment, but I want
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition to
know that there are other things going on
in the State besides what occurs in St.
George's terrace, That Is not where the
prosperity of the State comes from, al-
though it is where the profits are reaped;
where people gain the benefit of the hard
work of those who live in the country:
and he is the king amongst them.

Mr. Court: You flatter me!
Mr. MAY: I do not intend to. I want to

say a few words on coal. I do not wish to
say now, what I shall have to put before
the Chamber on the Estimates, but just to
make a few remarks in regard to what was
said by the hon. member for Dale.

Mr. Court: This is a preview, is it?
Mr. MAY: I know the hon. member for

Dale is the mouthpiece of certain coal
companies, but he should get his facts right
before he comes here to tell us what i6
going on in the coal industry.

Mr. Wild: That was a bad guess.
Mr. MAY: No, it was not. It was not

a guess at all, but a real fact.

Mr. Court: Tell us which company.
Mr. MAY: The hon. member cannot

look me straight in the face and say that
I am wrong.

Mr. Wild: I am no friend of Mr.
rernie's.

Mr. MAY: I will not pursue that point,
because I know the hon. member is feel-
ing uncomfortable. He wants to know why
we are not using open-cut coal. That is
the crux of what he wanted to know.

Mr. Wild: Yes.

Mr. MAY: I will tell him; and in no
uncertain manner, either. The hon. mem-
ber's Government was responsible, in the
first place, for the arrangement whereby
they tried to sell coal on the basis of 70
per cent, deep-mine coal and 30 per cent.
open-cut coal. That was a long time after
the open cuts first commenced operating.
When the first open cut came into produc-
tion at the Stockton mine, everyone wanted
coal; and for some years the coal which
was won from the Stockton open cut did
not go over a screen, but went straight
from the open cut to the trucks; and from
the trucks it was tipped into the railway
wagons. Not only was coal included in the
stuff that was taken from the open cut,
but all the foreign matter imaginable.

Mr. Brady: No wonder we need a Royal
Commissioner.

Mr. MAY: The Minister for Lands will
remember that when he was Minister
for Mines, I begged him to see what was
going on at the open cut at the Stockton
mine.

Mr. Bovell: Did he go?

Mr. MAY: Yes. On top of the coal at
the Stockton, there was 3 ft. of shale. At
that time the price of coal was about 72s.
a ton. Whether the member for Dale likes
it or not, I am going to tell him that for
a period of two to three years, that 3 ft.
of shale was supplied to consumers in the
metropolitan area-the railways and the
S.E.C.-at that price. That is the reason
why open-cut coal has such a bad name,
and why we have lost our customers. We
are reaping the benefit of what happened
then, inasmuch as many industries which
should be consumers of coal, are using oil
today.

Mr. Wild: How many customers, other
than Swan Portland Cement, have you
lost?

Mr. MAY: We have lost orders for 200,000
tons of coal a year.

Mr. Wild: How many customers?

Mr. MAY: The hon. member's guess is
as good as mine.

Mr. Wild: You cannot tell me!
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Mr. MAY: I went to a place in West
Perth, and I asked why they were not
using coal. I was told, diGo out to the back
and have a look at the coal we have." I
saw It, and I was ashamed of it.

Mr. Wild: Who was this?
Mr. MAY: The hon. member is interested

in coal and he has Just as much opportu-
nity as I to find out.

Mr. floss Hutchinson: The sugar re-
finery swears by the open-cut coal.

Mr. MAY: It is like the hon. member
and would swear by anything. The hon.
member should not barge into the coal
question, because I will leave him high
and dry if he does.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I am only telling
you a fact.

Mr, MAY: One story attaches to the
coal business since the cost-plus system
was inaugurated, and the least said about
it by hon. members of the Opposition, the
best for them.

Mr. Wild: A lot of big dividends have
come out of it.

Mr. MAY: I would say so-selling 3 ft.
of shale for two or three years at 72s, a
ton!

Mr. Wild: How long since Amalgamated
Collieries paid a dividend on the ordinary
shares?

Mr. MAY: I asked the Minister for Lands
-he was then the Minister for Mines--to
go to Collie and see what was going on,
which he did, and the practice of supplying
this shale was stopped Immediately, but
the damage had been done. The hon.
member for Dale talks about making pro-
fits. What does he think should happen
to a company that supplied 3 ft. of shale
-he can work out the tonnage himself-
to people who were expecting to get coal
for the money they were paying.

Mr. Wild: Is that the reason why your
fellows will not work the Muja open cut?

Mr. MAY: The hon. member is not
going to side-step the issue like that. If
he talks about the 3 ft. of shale, I will be
with him. Let him answer me that one.
But there is no answer to it. Someone, at
least, should have been Put into gaol In
connection with it. Do not talk to me about
open-cut coal any more! It is ruining the
industry.

Some mention was made of the purchase
of diesel engines. Who ordered the diesel
engines? They were ordered by the Liberal-
Country Party Government which arranged
for 47 or 48 of them to be supplied to the
railways. The Government thought it
was getting away with it without anybody
knowing; but I found out.

Mr. Wild: Has the Midland Railway Co.
bought any recently?

Mr. MAY: Never mind about that! The
hon. member cannot dodge the question in
that way. He was a member of the Govern-
ment which ordered these diesels that
were not worth the money spent on them.
Some 50 per cent, of them remained in the
yards all the time being repaired. It
gave me great satisfaction to see the old
steam engine going out to pull the diesels in
when they had broken down.

Mr. Wild: Stick to coal!

Mr. MAY: Yes. If we do that we will
not go wrong, The hon. member is
obviously one of those wyho advocate using
foreign fuel in the nature of oil, because
he was a member of the Cabinet which
placed the order for 47 or 48 diesel engines.
As I said, nothing has given me greater
pleasure than to see the old steam engines,
that were put to one side at East Perth,
sent out to bring home the diesels that
had broken down. I said, "Good enough
for the Government, if that is what it
thinks about using our native fuel."

We have a wonderful asset at Collie in
our coal. Surely we can all get together
and do something with that asset Instead
of sending our money out of the country
to purchase foreign oil. We have fuel which
will do the work just as well and just as
economically as oil.

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesice-
on amendment) [8.25]: At the outset-

Mr. W, Hegney:. Now we will hear some-
thing!I

Mr. Graham: Just noise, I think!
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I would like

to ask you, Mr. Chairman, why it is that
the Minister for Transport tries to be
objectionable when he manages to do it
so well without trying?

Mr. Graham: You are a funny boy!
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Minister

rather called it on his own head. I rise
to support the censure motion that has
been so ably moved by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition. I feel that he was
sound and logical in what he had to say
in his criticism of the Government. He
made *a speech in which he enumerated
seven or eight points, and then proceeded
to explain those several points with reas-
oned justification. I consider it would be
of great value to the people of the State
if, by and large, they were able to listen
to and assess the relative merits of what
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition bad
to say, 'and what the Treasurer and the
Deputy Premier had to say in rebuttal of
the censure motion. I feel that the public
of Western Australia, If they could have
heard those remarks, would begin to real-
ise Just how far along the socialistic path
this Government has moved. That is the
vital difference between the other side of
the Chamber and this.
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Mr. Hawke: This should go aver well at
the Liberal Party kindergarten.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Hon. mem-
bers occupying the benches opposite are
avowed socialists, They endeavour, with
every means at their disposal, to try to
bring about a socialistic state in Western
Australia.

Mr. Lawrence: So what?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: That was
the particular point which the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition was highlighting.
In the past, many people-possibly people
who should have known better, but who
did not take the trouble to find out the
Position-felt that when all was said and
done there was not a great deal of differ-
ence between the Liberal Party and the
Labour Party in Western Australia; that
there might be in the Federal sphere but
not here. They considered that, in West-
ern Australia, the question of politics was
fairly even and that it did not matter much
whether a Liberal-Country Party Govern-
ment or a Labour Party Government was
in power. I submit that view was held
by a great majority of the people;, but in
recent times that attitude has been
severely lessened because of what this
Government has attempted to do.

MAr. Evans: On what facts do you base
that statement?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: If the hon.
member listens be will find out. I have
mentioned one or two in a previous speech,
and I shall mention one or two tonight.
Far more people in this State should be
shaken out of their complacency.

Mr. Evans: They will be on thz 22nd
November.

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: They will: you
are right!

Mr, ROSS HUTCHINSON: They should
begin to e ppreciate just how far this
Labour Government is prepared to go in
the socialistic race. As I pointed out,
there seems to be no doubt as to the
views of several hon. members in the
Federal sphere concerning socialism, There
is no real doubt as to the views of all
Labour members in regard to socialism, be-
cause they all sign the socialist pledge.

Mr. Lawrence: What does it mean?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: How does
it go?

Mr. Lawrence:, You nominated it.
Stand up and tell us.

Mr. Bovell: The socialisation of indus-
try, distribution, production and exchange.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hion.
member should address the Chair.

Mr. Brady: I think the hon. member
is getting into deep water.

Mr. ROSS H1UTCHINSON: I'amn not
at all sure that my definition of the objec-
tive is quite up to date, but I think it
reads this way-

The socialisation of industry, pro-
duction, distribution and exchange.

Mr. Brady: Where do you sign that
pledge?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Hon. mem-
bers opposite signed that before they be-
came members of Parliament.

Mr. Lawrence: You are misleading the
House.

Mr. Brady: He is right off the track.
Mr. Potter: That is the Conservative

Party Pledge. We took it from their plat-
form and brought it up to date. Go back
and learn your history.

Mr. ROSS HUETCHINSON: If those hon.
members who are interjecting do not be-
lieve in that objective I would like to
hear from them. I am led to believe that
there are certain principles of action
which Labour supporters have; they are
endeavouring to achieve their socialistic
objective by various means. When the
Liberal Party went into power in the
Federal sphere, socialism came to a halt.
It was obvious, to all who cared to study
the situation, that in the State sphere,
wherever possible, State Labour Govern-
mients had to endeavour to implement the
socialistic objective-that is, the objective
which has been on the books since 1921.
The State Labour Premiers began to work
on this objective, and with some success,

Mr. Evans: Hear, hear!

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I think that
the more the people realise just how far
we have moved along this road, the better
it will be for the State, and the sooner
this Government will be tossed out of
office.

Mr. Lawrence: What about the Men-
zies Government and its socialistic enter-
prises?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: According
to Labour policy, State Governments had
to endeavour to gain complete control of
the banking and credit of the nation; they
had to attempt to socialise industry by the
constitutional utilisation of State and
Federal Governments; but it was done in
such a shrewd, vital manner in the off
season, and certainly not in the election
season, that the people have not realised
just how far they have been led along the
track.

Mr. Heal: What is the off season?
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: This Gov-

ernment is endeavouring to bring about
the nationalisation of banking, credit, ini-
surance, shipping, public health, radio
services, and sugar refining.

Mr. Lawrence: Where do you go when
you get crook?
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Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Not one
hon. member opposite can deny that, be-
cause they are all avowed Socialists. As
a Matter of fact, some socialists in the
Federal sphere in particular have gone
rather beyond the pale at election time,
according to some Labour politicians. Just
recently, at a television appearance, Mr,
Eddie Ward, a. Labour member in the
Federal House. said, among other things,
that Labour would nationalise farms.
There was a great to-do about that, and
subsequently, on the Same programme, he
said magnanimously that Labour would
allow people to own their own homes and
their own cars.

Mr. Lawrence: On a point of order, Mr.
Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN: What is the Point of
order?

Mr. Lawrence: That the hon. member
for Cottesloe is discussing Federal politics
whereas the motion distinctly relates to
State politics.

The CHAIRMAN: I take it the hon.
member intends to link up his remarks
with the motion before the Chair.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I would like
to thank the hon, member for South
Fremantle for that point of order. As I
mentioned at the outset, socialism was one
of the points which the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition made and highlighted in
his censure motion. He was trying to
show just bow far State and Federal
Labour organisations had gone in their
endeavours to achieve s5ocialism.

Mr. Heal: Would you call the Hollywood
Hospital a socialistic hospital?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: That has no
bearing on the question of socialism.

Mr. Johnson: You would not go to that?
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: There are

various aspects of community life in which
a Government must take a legitimate part.

Mr. Evans: As a school teacher, would
you endeavour to socialise--

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Therefore
this Government is directly deserving of
censure, because of the public alarm that
it has engendered through its socialistic
moves.

Mr. Tonkin: Tell me one thing that it
has socialised in its 5J years of Govern-
ment!

Mr. ROSS H-UTCI1NSON: As I told
another hon. member, I will mention some
of the moves that this Government has
tried to make.

Mr. Tonkin: This year or next?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: This year
and the last-this year or any year.

Mr. Tonkcin, Are you going to tell us
this year or next year?

Mr. ROSS HUETCHINSON: if the bon.
member will permit me. I will tell him.

Mr. Johnson: Be short; we have been
listening patiently.

Mr. Tonkin: What about naming one
of them so that we can follow you?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHfISON: One of the
moves that the Government has made has
been to endeavour to build up this State
by means of day labour instead of using,
the contract system. That is No. 1. Let
us take that for a start.

Mr. Tonkin: Didn't your Government
do much the same?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The hon.
Member has had his opportunity to have
a say.

Mr. Tonkin: Did I?
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: This busi-

ness of using day labour instead of the
contract system has meant a great deal of
difference to private enterprise in this
State. it has meant the channelling of
business away from private enterprise and
into the State Engineering Works and the
State Building Supplies. This has resulted
-and I will be brief here for the benefit
of the hon. member for Leederville-in
more unemployment in this State per head
of population than in any other State in
Australia in recent months.

Mr. Tonkin: Didn't your Government
put up another State brickworks?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHfISON: That is quite
an easy one to answer.

Mr. W..Hegney: Yes or no?
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Yes. When

the Deputy Premier spoke, he referred to
things that happened six years ago.

Mr. Tonkin: I had to go back that far,
because that was the last time your Gov-
ernment was in office.

Mr. ROSS HUTCH4INSON: But that was
seven or eight years ago, and circumstances
were entirely different. When the Deputy
Premier was trying to make his point. I
asked him to be fair and have regard to
the changed circumstances. That is
absolutely necessary. Let me get hack to
the unemployment position. Every hon.
member realises. just how serious the unem-
ployment situation became in this State
as compared with the rest of Australia.
One of the principal reasons for this has
been that the Government has been adopt-
ing as far as possible the day-labour system.
We have found an increase in Government
employment and a decrease in private
enterprise employment; and in the overall
there has been more unemployment per
head of population in this State than in
any other State.

Mr. Johnson: That does not make sense.
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Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It makes
sense all right, and the people will realise
that.

Mr. Court: It is the direct result of dis-
couraging private enterprise.

Mr. Lapham: It indicates that the Gov-
erment went out of its way to find work.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: With regard
to certain directives made by the Govern-
ment, we find that the Government Print-
ing Office has grown quite considerably in
recent times.

Mr. Evans: Look at all the speeches that
have to be printed.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON:, On previous
occasions we have pointed out that private
enterprise printers or job printers had
work taken from them which was chan-
nelled into the Government Printing Of-
fice; work which had previously been
done by private enterprise, economically
and to the satisfaction of Government de-
partments.

Mr. Oldfield: Where do you get your
Christmas cards printed?

Mr. Graham: Answer that.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I do not have

any Christmas cards printed. over the
years this Government has attempted to
increase the scope of the State Government
Insurance Office in this State. There is
no need whatever for this move: it is an
intrusion into private enterprise. The
legitimate job of a Government is to gov-
ern and to guide; it is certainly not its job
to intrude-from our point of view it is not
the Government's job to Intrude into the
fields of private enterprise, and I am sure
that is the point of view held by the gen-
eral public.

Mr. Hawke: It should not run an air-
line for instance?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: There are
circumstances when-

Mr. Hawke: What a donkey!
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Whenever

any mention is' made of socialism, or
attempts by the Government to intrude
into fields that can be run by private enter-
prise, that point is always brought up. The
Government is expected In certain spheres
to take a hand. Generally speaking it is a
matter for a Government to govern and
guide; but here and there it is impossible
for private enterprise adequately to deal
with certain aspects of our community life.
in these instances it Is perfectly legitimate
for the Government to enter the field. But
of necessity there must be a sort of no
man's land. There can be no firm line
where the two sides merge-there Is no
clean, clear line of demarcation.

Mr. Evans:- What is, your attitude to the
Rt. & I. Bank?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: If the hon.
member will see me outside afterwards I
will tell him. But as regards the R. & I.

Bank I do not approve of certain actions
that this Government has taken to increase
its business.

Mr. Evans: But some hon. members on
your side wanted the R. & I. Bank to in-
vest Its money in country districts.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The hon.
member asked me a question and I am
trying to give him part of the answer at
least.

Mr. Johnson: it would be unusual for
You to give the whole of the answer.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: This Gov-
ernment has attempted to get the Rt. & I.
Bank officials to go into Government de-
partments and get the business of workers
in those departments.

Mr. Evans: Yet you approved of more
funds being used to help your country
people.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: What would
the public of Western Australia think about
that one! It is all right from the Govern-
ment's point of view; apparently it is
legitimate for them.

Mr. Brady; The private insurance com-
panies go into the State schools looking for
business.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: But it is not
legitimate so far as the great majority of
the public are concerned, or as far as we
are concerned.

Mr. Court: The Minister for Education
will not let them.

Mr. Brady: They do, nevertheless.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: They do

not!
Mr. Brady: They do! They circularise

the parents and citizens' association and
try to take away legitimate business from
the Government Insurance office.

Mr. Hawke: Does the hon. member be-
lieve in the Menzies Government running
an airline?

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hen.
member had better address the Chair.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: In the field
of health, the Government is also endeav-
ouring to achieve the socialistic objective
laid down for it. It has recently instituted
dental clinics in country towns, and it in-
tends to extend those services. These
clinics mean just another service that can
be given by private enterprise. I merely
want the people to know that the Govern-
ment is encroaching on services that can
be provided by private enterprise. If with
the full knowledge of what the Govern-
ment is doing to achieve its socialistic ob-
jective the people vote in favour of it, I dlo
not mind. I merely want people to know
what is happening. However, I feel, that,
by and large, the people do not appreciate
how far along the road they are going; or
quite what is involved in the Government's
actions.
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Mr. Hawke: Please do not damage that
socialised furniture in front of you by
bashing it.

Mr, Norton: You'd deprive the people of
the service of dentists.

Mr. ROSS HUTCmINSON: Those fea-
tures I have mentioned in relation to day
labour, instead of contract work, the den-
tal clinics, the State Insurance Office, and
the gentle persuasion that has been used in
regard to the Rural and Industries Bank.
and the not-so-gentle persuasion contained
in the Premier's directive in regard to the
Government Printer, make interesting
hearing for somebody who wants to know
something about socialism, and this
socialistic Government.

Mr, Norton: Did you try to sell the State
hotels when your Government was in,
power?

Mr. ROSS H-UTCHINSON: No; but it
will be done wherever possible.

Mr. Tonkin: What about the State
ships?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I have al-
ready dealt with the merging of Govern-
ment and private enterprise, and have said
it is a line that cannot be clearly demnar-
cated.

Mr. Hawke: Do you take advantage of
the socialist system provided for members
of Parliament to obtain motorcars?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Yes. That
does not cut all the ground from under
my feet.

Mr. Hawke: Not all.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Pre-
mier is constantly making these little
asides; and having done so, he feels he
has done a magnificent. job. On this occa-
sion, however, he has not aroused the
hearty laughter which he sought.

Mr. Hawke: You adopt socialism when
it suits you.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Recently the
Deputy Premier came back from his trip
overseas, and I sincerely trust it has been
successful. One of the gentlemen who ac-
companied him was Mr. Ledger. I notice
that in the paper recently he came out
four-square in his feelings with regard to
what this Government has been attempt-
ing in recent times.

Mr. Evans: He turned right around.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: That is not

at all true; the hon. member is not on
the right path at all. This man went on
this mission, as did the Deputy Premier.
to benefit the State. He does not have
to think along the same political lines as
the Deputy Premier. Indeed, the Deputy
Premier in his speech this evening, said
he appreciated the fact that two of the
men who accompanied him were not his
political allies. The newspaper article to

which I1 have referred is headed, "Govern-
ment Aims at Socialism, says Ledger," and
it reads as follows:-

During the last five years, the State
Government had been steadily under-
mining the employing interests in its
aim to socialise industry, Irrespective
of the impact on the economy, presi-
dent J. P. Ledger told members of the
W.A. Employers' Federation at the
annual meeting on Wednesday.

He said that it was useless for State
legislators to think they could set a
pattern for the rest of Australia to
follow when drafting legislation.

Particularly was this so when the
proposed legislation ignored the econo-
mics of a situation and was out of
focus with the attitude adopted by
other States.

The mass of legislation aimed against
industry had sought to weaken it by
increasing costs to an unwarranted
level.

During the last year Government
-legislation had included:

Mr. W. Hegney: Read the lot!
Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON. Thank you

very much! It continues--
Attendance money for ship painters

and dockers at Fremantle.
Increases in workers' compensation.

Mr. W. Hegney: Do you subscribe to
that?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: -
Per petuation of the unfair trading

legislation,
Extension of trading by the State

Government Insurance Office.
Long service leave for workers not

covered by industrial determinations.
The Government was now seeking to

have sub-contractors in the building
industry declared "workers" by the
Arbitration Court Ledger continued.

Discrimination.
Coupled with this programme the

Government had discriminated against
free enterprise by its policy that major
developmental works shall be carried
out by governmental departments with
all materials for such projects to be
supplied by State trading concerns.

In the last four years the State Gov-
ernment's labour force had increased
by 7,800. In private industry employ-
ment had fallen by 5,900, in spite of
a population increase of 60,000.

(Ledger was a member of the Gov-
ernment trade mission which returned
recently from overseas.)

Ron. members should note that this is
from a man who has just returned from a
world trip.
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I suggest in all sincerity that the cen-
sure motion moved by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition is one of which the Pub-
lie of Western Australia should take cog-
nisance. If they do, it will be the end
of the Government at the next elections.

MR. JOHNSON (Leedervile-on amend-
ment) [8.52]:* I do feel that the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition should be com-
mended on the great lengths to which he
went to find some way of criticising the
Government. I served penance yesterday
by going to the trouble of taking a good
deal of time to read every word of his
speech. I must say it was not a labour of
love-it was just labour. On examination,
I found that there were two or three points
made in his speech. However, because he
is a young man who quite obviously has a
lot of ability. I feel he should be assisted,
and I think we can help him in a number
of ways.

I hope shortly to show just how that can
be done. Before doing so, I would com-
ment briefly on the speeches made by the
hon. member for Cottesloe and the hon.
member for Vasse. I gather that the hon.
member for Cottesloe has an objection to
something called socialism.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You should have
gathered it by now.

Mr, JOHNSON: The hon. member does
not know what it is; he is not able to define
it. it is just a name.

Mr. Ha wke: He takes advantage of it
when it suits his own pocket.

Mr. Ross 'Hutchinson: Because I was a
school teacher, that does not mean I am
a socialist.

Mr. JOHNSON: We know he takes
advantage of the conditions of Government
industry when they exist, even though
private enterprise runs parallel, but is more
expensive-which is not uncommon. fly
my definition, socialism and democracy are
identical. The purpose for which we meet
in this Chamber is to extend democracy
as best we can, and I hope to conclude by
assisting the hon. member for Nedlands in
extending democracy further.

But anybody who feels that socialism
can be defined as something other than
democracy, and possibly an extension of
democracy from the political field to some
extent into the economic, should define just
what he means by socialism every time he
uses the word. The two words are derived,
the one from the Greek and the other from
the Latin, and their meanings are near
enoug-h to identical.

The hon. member for Cottesloe made it
clear that private enterprise is unable to
provide dental services to quite a number
of places. But he still objects to people
receiving dental service provided by den-
tists on Government salaries.

Mr. Court: He did not say anything of
the sort. Is there any one of those clinics
where there is not a practising dentist
already established?

Mr. JOHNSON: The hon. member wants
to go to the country to find out.

Mr. Court: I am asking you about the
ones that have been opened.

Mr. JOHNSON: The hon. member is
talking about something different from
what 'was mentioned by the hon. member
for Cottesloe. In any case he made a
speech of 21 hours, and a further speech
of about two hours while other hon. mem-
bers were speaking; and he should now
be quiet. This is one of the points I want
to make to assist him to become a useful
member of this community.

Mr. Court: Your name was horribly
familiar when I read my speech.

Mr. JOHNSON: The hon. member for
Vasse wants septic tanks put in the country
schools even if they are to be in areas
where they will be the only ones of their
kind in the district.

Mr. 1. W. Manning: Why not?

Mr. JOHNSON: It does not seem import-
ant enough to make a huge song and dance
about, when the source of infection remains
at every other point in the area.

Mr. 1. W. Manning: The hon. member
for Leederville would give nothing to the
country if that is his attitude.

Mr. JOHNSON: I think the country
does exceptionally well, and one of these
days I will quote some figures to show just
how much the metropolitan area subsidises
the country folk. They should take the
initiative and do something to help them-
selves. In my electorate, we built playing
sheds for the children in the schools.

Mr. I. W. Manning: The hon. member
displays great ignorance of conditions in
the country and the ability of the people
there.

Mr. JOHNSON: The hon. member for
Vasse talked about the depletion of the
population of the country. I do not know
what he wants. The number of people
required to increase productivity In the
country has been going down as a result
of the benefits provided by city-produced
machinery. The man in the country has,
In recent years, found that with the aid of
his brethren in the city who produce
machinery he can produce a great deal
more with far less labour. The end result
is that more is produced by fewer people.
It is equally necessary that more people
should be engaged in the production of
machinery. If he wants to revert to a
peasant industry he should say so.

Mr. Court: There is such a thingf as
having deczentralised industry.
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Mr. JOHNSON: He did not say that;
though it is possible that the hon. member
for Nedlands did.

Mr. Court: He was complaining not so
much about the rural population being
lower, but that in the metropolitan area
being so much greater.

Mr. Potter: Soap works in Wyndham.
Mr. JOHNSON: I think I should be

granted a little time out, and the time
taken by interjections should be added to
that used by the hon. member for Ned-
lands, which will mean that he will have
spoken for six hours on this subject. I
will quote the points made by the hon.
member for Nedlands as I found them. I
think that in many cases they were in-
tended to be points. He said-

The point I want to make is that
after five years of government the
Premier would have made some posi-
tive recommendation to Parliament as
to the revision needed in respect of
the Commonwealth-State relation-
ships.

He made no proposal himself in relation
to it; he simply criticised the Government
for not making a proposal. He does not
assist by putting forward any useful
method of reviewing the position; and the
hon. member for Nedlands hopes to be
Leader of the Opposition for a long time.

We know that an Opposition, to fill its
place in a democratic Parlianment, must be
constructive. There is no point in criticis-
ing and saying that this is bad or that
is bad. An effective Opposition says this
is bad for that reason and something else
is better. That is the purpose of an Opposi-
tion. It should be capable of producing
alternatives: but the hon. member for
Nedlands Produced no alternative.

My current thinking on this particular
problem is that the formula is quite rea-
sonably fair to Western Australia, except
that it relates too small a proportion of the
Federal funds. I would go on to say, as
I have said before, that one of the major
reasons we, in Western Australia, have a
greater degree of unemployment than any
of the other States is that the Federal
Government has neglected to undertake
works of any size in Western Aus-
tralia. It has produced no Snowy River
scheme; no Hell Hay scheme; and no
Woomera. All of these projects in the
other States cause great expenditure, which
is reflected in the employment position in
the State concerned.

Mr. Norton: No St. Mary's!
Mr. JOHNSON: Whether the actual

works in themselves are good or bad, their
effect upon expenditure in the State has
been very considerable. The degree and
volume of circulation added to money and
relative employment is considerable; and
the continued deliberats neglect of the
State of Western Australia by the Federal

Liberal Government has been the complete
and only cause for Western Australia hav-
ing a high unemployment rate; and that
despite the fact that the Government of
Western Australia has gone to some length
to increase the employment which is in its
control.

Mr. Court: By making it impossible for
private industry to employ the same men.

Mr. Graham: Rot!
Mr, JOHNSON: The hon. member for

Nedlands should not make that illogical
remark. It does not matter where a man
works so long as he receives wages and
assists the production of the State. The
point is not under whose control he works.

Mr. Court: The end result could be
entirely different.

Mr. JOHNSON: The hon. member for
Nedlands had better go back to the in-
fants' school and have a lesson in eco-
nomics. I gathered that the hon. inem-
ber for Nedlands was making some point
in relation to wool when he said-

My own view is that to a certain
extent the trend in wool prices is a
reflection of an unavoidable transition
period that is being experienced not
only with wool but with many other
products on a wool basis.

He said that the State should look to Asia
and suggested there should be a higher
standard of living in Asia; but he gave
no indication as to how it should be done
except some passing reference to Govern-
ment assistance.

Mr. Hawke: Socialism.
Mr. Court: I think it would be fairer

for you to read the lot.
Mr. JOHNSON: People who support

private enterprise hammer the drum of
profit whenever that profit can go into a
private pocket; but whenever there is use-
ful work to be done from which a profit
cannot be raked, scrounged or stolen, they
want governments to do it. They say that
private enterprise cannot do that job.
Even the bon. member for Nedlands does
not think that private enterprise could
do anything to help the people of Asia.

Mr. Court: A lot of private industries
make a contribution to Asia. In fact,
their contributions are much greater than
Government works in Asian countries. Do
not forget that the money for the work
in Asia through the Colombo Plan comes
through private enterprise taxes.

Mr. Hawke: floes the hon. member for
Nedlands believe in eating in a socialised
dining room?

Mr. Court: Surely you are not calling
Parliament House a socialised institution?

Mr. Graham: Of course it is!
Mr. Hutchinson: How silly can you get!
Mr. Hawke: The hon. member for Ned-

lands would Prefer us to go down town to
a Private restaurant or Private hotel.
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. they hope that the future will see them
member will address his remarks to the
Chair.

Mr. JOHNSON: The hon. member for
Nedlands has come forward with the idea
that money used for work in Asia comes
from taxation on private enterprise and
therefore is private enterprise expenditure.
That remark is too silly for words. It is
one of those slimy twists which he tends to
make so frequently.

Point of Order.
Mr. Court: I am fairly tolerant about

those things, but I must ask for the
withdrawal of those objectionable remarks
made by the hon. member.

Mr. Hawke: After what you said about
the Royal Commissioner the other day!

Mr. Court: Be fair!I
The CHAIRMAN: I do not see any-

thing objectionable in the remarks of the
hon. member for Leederville.

Debate resumed.
Mr. JOHNSON: I will withdraw the

word 'slimy".
Mr. Graham: It was not objectionable;

it was appropriate.
Mr. JOHNSON: I will now revert to

wool. The downturn in the wool-market-
Ing situation is caused by a fact which is
well known to hon. members of the
Country Party and to farmers. That
cause lies in the selling method. There
were no objections to the selling method
when it caused wool prices to rocket, and
there was a great deal of profit being made
in a manner which was not actually related
to the value of production, but to
the shortage of the commodity. However,
now that the price has fallen with some-
what less celerity than it rose, the people
in the country are starting to think; and
we have seen a great deal of publicity in
the farmers' journals in relation to various
methods of dealing with wool for re-sale.

The hon. member for Nedlands should
listen to this, because it will assist him to
make a useful contribution to a similar de-
bate in future. One of the effects of the
method of selling wool is that there is an
accelerator or multiplier principle im-
plicit In the method of selling; and as
prices rise, everybody who lies between the
producer and the eventual consumer tends
to over-buy in the hope that further rises
will produce him a profit, or at least a
saving. That applies to the wool proces-
sor in all processes; it applies to the
manufacturer and also the wholesale mer-
chant. It even applies to the retail men.

When wool prices are rising, the man
who is expecting to sell knitting wool stocks
up. and by so doing puts further pressure
on the selling side. Once prices start to
fall, the multiplier goes in reverse, and
everybody tends to under-buy, because

able to get their produce or wool products
at a lower rate. When wool Prices are
falling the man in the shop carries as
little wool products as he can, knowing
that the merchant behind him has stocks;
and he hopes that before he is called upon
to replenish his own stocks, the price will
fall further and he will make a saving.

There is very little doubt about that
principle. The same principle applied in
the wheat industry, but during the last
depression, wheat producers got together:
they co-operated in a manner which could
be described as somewhere near socialism,
and Produced a result which has kept
wheat Production in a fairly stable con-
dition.

When overseas prices were high, wheat
producers were complaining that they were
not getting their fair share. But I ven-
ture to say that if one were to ask them
now, they would say that they were fairly
satisfied with the market system. The
hon. member for Nedlands should give
consideration to this point, and perhaps
suggest something useful in regard to wool
marketing which will be to the benefit of
this State. I think a good opposition
would do that.

A point that gave me a little amusement
In a very lengthy speech was his sugges-
tion in relation to the planning of the
Esperarice district. He said that it was
a wonderful opportunity-one of the few
that might be presented to the Oovern-
ment to assume the role of governing and
guiding as distinct from direction and dic-
tation, and of meddling in trading enter-
prices. It seems to me that governing and
guiding is what the Government does
when one supports it, and direction and
dictation is done by a Government one op-
poses. However, the narrow distinction
is probably hard for many to follow. I
found it somewhat amusing.

A little later on, in dealing with the in-
ternational economics system, he said that
the final answer comes from increased
consumer demands; and, as I said earlier,
the only real impetus that can be given
to that is by an Increase in the standard
of living.

Mr. Court: That, I think, is a funda-
mental principle.

Mr. JOHNSON: The point is that to
make a useful speech as an Opposition
member, the hon. member for Nedlands
should have indicated some method
whereby we could assist in raising the
standard of living. The local answer to
local consumption is higher local wages,
and higher social service payments to in-
crease local effective demand. If on that
point the'lhon. member for Nedlands had
come out strongly and said that he would
support in the present Federal election
campaign a big increase in pensions, and
child endowment to ensure that a further
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availability of money was put into the
hands of those who would and could spend
it, he would have made a useful contribu-
tion. I think it should be done.

The overseas answer is to persuade the
People in other countries not to spend
their money on warlike pursuits, so piling
up warlike material. Warlike material
feeds no-one and clothes no-one, and the
only value it has is to put money into cir-
culation. It produces goods which are not
usefully consumed and do not raise living
standards. If we could make a step for-
ward in the reduction of warlike alarms
and make sure the expenditure now chan-
nelled in that direction went into useful
capital work we would be doing something
of benefit.

Then the hon. member for Nedlands
turned his attention to the Support West-
ern Australian Products Campaign. He
was as lukewarm as all Liberals are of
anything that will be of benefit to West-
ern Australia. He talked about aggressive
selling and aggressive merchandising, but
blamed on the State Government the lack
of action on the part of those who sell,
manufacture, and merchandise.

Private enterprise Is responsible for pro-
ducing the goods with which the local
products campaign deals. There are very
few Government-produced goods entering
into that campaign, apart from timber,
bricks and other things which are not
subject to competition from outside the
State. The hon. member indicated clearly
that he is completely mixed up and that
his thinking is Indefinite. Furthermore,
he showed that he is not loyal to Western
Australia or even to private enterprise.

Mr. Court: Who isn't?
Mr. JOHNSON: The hon. member for

Nedlands. His loyalty is solely at the
pocket level.

Mr. Court: Don't talk nonsense. We
will match our service to the State against
yours any day.

Mr. floss Hutchinson: It is most unfair.

Mr. JOHNSON: It may be unfair, but
it is not untrue. Truth is often unkind
and my statement happens to be true.
The lack of loyalty of all practising
members of the Liberal Party to the in-
terests of Western Australia and their
loyalty to the Liberal Party in Canberra
has been one of the outstanding points in
all recent Political discussions. It runs as
a theme through the actions of Federal
Liberal members and is reflected again
.here.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You are in the
land of fantasy.

Mr. JOHNSON: I am in the land of
Western Australia and not where the hon.
member means.

Mr. Watts: I think that, like Alice, you
are in Wonderland.

Mr. JOHNSON: I often wonder how
People can live in Western Australia while
preferring the Eastern States. I wonder
why they do not go there. The hon.
member for Nedlands made a suggestion-
I believe in the thought that it might be
useful-to the effect that the States should
take some responsibility for one-sixth of
the Commonwealth income tax, and that
was completely amusing. He suggested
that we should take the odium for portion
of the tax while having no say in the
amount, but he made no suggestion for
changing the Constitution in such a man-
ner that the Federal Government should
not have first bite of the cherry. All
students of the constitutional situation
realise that the Commonwealth has the
first bite of the cherry. If the Common-
wealth does make-as it has made-a. very
considerable bite, there is no room for any
State to go further.

The hon. member's proposal is not
completely dissimilar from that put for-
ward by the greatest Treasurer the Com-
monwealth has ever had, the late Mr.
Ben Chifley, when he set up the social
services fund which took not the last one-
sixth, but the first is. 6d. in the El of all
tax paid, for the purpose of establishing
a social service fund to give backing to
our social services: something which was
destroyed by a more recent Treasurer of
another political colour. But there the
resemblance ends.

The Chifley proposal in relation to social
services was practical and would have
worked: and, had it continued, would have
bolstered our economy now, whereas the
idea of the hon. member for Nedlands is
unreal. It might sound well enough to a
board of directors who are not concerned
directly, as we are, with finance of a
governmental nature, but it is completely
unpractical and could not be used for any
useful purpose,

The hon. member indicated that he does
not like land tax or entertainment tax:
but, unlike everyone else I know, he seems
to like income tax. I, personally, dislike
it intensely, but realise it is a necessity.

Mr. Court: What would you have in its
place: a capital tax?

Mr. JOHNSON: There are several pro-
positions for a single tax based on the
value of land and that line of argument
appears to have a great deal in favour of
it. I fancy a good deal can be said for
a single tax based on income, provided it
includes unearned increment and capital
accretion, which are in effect income.
but which are very hard to define, and
therefore I think a combination of land
tax and income tax is a sound one.

I see no reason why land tax on im-
proved country land should not be levied
equally with land tax on improved city
land, manufacturing land or home-site
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'land. I pay land tax in relation to my
-own home, and why shouldn't I? People
who produce income, and frequently large
income, from country land should, how-
;ever, also join in. Why should I subsidise
the man in the country, either wealthy or
not so wealthy? It is neither fair nor just
that I should have to do so. Country
people should bear their fair share of
the burden.

I would have thought that in endeavour-
ing to make a useful speech, the hon.
member for Nedlands would have suggested
some method of painlessly increasing the
rate of tax on unearned income, Rates
of taxation on earned income 'are, of
course, taxation on effective, useful and
productive work, while the rates in rela-
tion to unearned income are not in rela-
tion to any productive work done by any-
one. I therefore think a strong case could
be made out, by an Opposition in any Par-
liament, for a higher rate of taxation on
unearned income.

Mr. Court: Yes, if you want to stifle
investment, I take it you are not anxious
to do that-or are you?

Mr. JOHNSON: I will not, like the hon.
member, speak for several hours, and so
I have not time to deal with that question.
The hon. member referred to the argu-
ment regarding day labour as opposed to
contract labour in Government building,
and said-

In a construction which is to be
built on day labour there must of
necessity be a terrific waste of money
because of the failure to have avail-
able before the job is commenced de-
tailed plans and specifications.

I draw attention to the words "of neces-
sity." There is no necessity for day labour
to be more expensive than contract labour.
It is not necessarily so, and the hon. mem-
ber produces no evidence to support that
view. It certainly would appear logical to
believe, for instance, that in building a
series of identical or standard homes--as
is done, for instance, by the State Hous-
ing Commnission--day labour could easily
be a good deal cheaper than contract,
because it would contain no profit or
employer's overhead-

Mr. Hearman: Then how do the private
biiilders compete?

Mr. JOHNSON: I will not reply to that
interjection, as I did not hear it. I think
the words "of necessity" indicate that the
hon. member for Nedlands is prepared to
say things that he cannot support and has
no intention of supporting, despite the fact
that he spoke for three hours-and more-
since he has not supported his argument
with any evidence. The hon. mem-
ber has hypnotised himself in this regard

because of the funds provided by the
master builders for his next election cam-
paign-

Mr. Court: I wish they had made such
a proposition.

Mr. JOHNSON: Come in snapper. The
fishing is good tonight. They promised
the hon. member's party large funds for
the next State election campaign, which
indicates that in return-in the unlikely
event of a change of Government-they
expect to recoup those costs by adding
them to tenders for Government building-

Mr. Court: You have a nasty mind,
when it comes to private enterprise.

Mr. JOHNSON: I have had a lot of ex-
perience of private enterprise, also, and the
hon, member knows I am right. He criti-
cised railway finance and the increase in
the deficit, and was most unfair; because
he made no reference to the increase in
loan interest, which enters into the pic-
ture. He wants a reduction in manpower,
but was afraid to say how big a reduction.
He just wriggled away from the question-
I will not say he was slimy in his wriggl-
ing, but he wriggled away from it. He
wants a reduction of £750,000 per annum
in railway finance for each of the next
five years, but, unlike a useful Opposi-
tion, he neglected to say how it could be
achieved.

A useful Opposition-] know the hon.
member for Nedlands hopes to be a mem-
her of the Opposition for a number of
years-will doubtless eventually make a
useful suggestion, and when such a sug-
gestion is made the hon. member can
expect some public support for it; but
plain abuse does not go down with the
Western Australian public.

The hon. member for Nedlands criticised
the Government 'in regard to water rates
and made a very Poor fist of it. He was
properly taken to task in a schoolmasterly
manner by the Minister for Works, who
treated him as one would treat someone
in about fourth grade, and showed him
where he was wrong, although, I am afraid,
without convincing him.

Mr. Watts: He nearly threw the chalk
at him.

Mr. Court: You can be sure be did
not convince me.

Mr. JOHNSON: At one stage, when the
bound volume of "The West Australian"
was brought in, I thought the Minister
was going to throw the book at the hon.
member, but I discovered that it was meant
for somebody else-

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: He made a better
con tribution' to the debate than you are
making.

Mr. W. Hegney: You are a great judge.
Mr. JOHNSON: In his final remarks

the hon. member for Nedlands said that
the outstanding features of the budget
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were an increase in revenue of £2,759,000
and an increased expenditure of £3,590,000
-an increase of expenditure over income
of £831,000. He said-

I suggest there Is scope for a lesser
deficit than has been brought for-
ward by the Government.

Most unfairly, he made no reference to
the fact that there is an increase in the
interest bill and sinking fund alone, as
shown at page 19 of the Estimates, of
£842,464. He gives the Government no
credit for making the improvement which
it has in reality made and which he should
know it has made. I interjected in that
regard but he ignored my interjection, per-
haps because my voice is so gentle.

His reasons for criticising the Govern-
ment were its failure to improve the posi-
tion, and I will make some observations as
to how improvements should be made in
the finance for the benefit of the people of
Western Australia. He further criticised
the Government for its failure to use to the
best advantage, the funds at its disposal.
At no time did he suggest that Govern-
ment funds should be spent on anything
other than the projects they have been
spent on and he suggested no better
method that could be implemented.

The hon. member, in his amendment,
also drew attention to the Government's-

(c) failure to declare a railway
policy designed to increase the
efficiency of the W.A.G.R. and
systematically reduce railway de-
ficits.

in regard to this, the hon. member gave
the Government no credit for the fact that
there has been great Improvement in rail-
way finance in recent times, and in a num-
ber of other directions for which, "The
West Australian"-although unfriendly in
its attitude towards this Government-has
given credit. The next of the reasons
advanced by the hon. member for censur-
ing the Government was-

(d) its insistence on land tax on im-
proved agricultural land.

He did not say why the owners of agri-
cultural land should not pay tax in the
same way as the home-owner, the manu-
facturer and everyone else. The ntxt
was-

(e) its failure to honour its 14th May,
1958. Pronouncement that there
would be no increase in water
rates.

I have already referred to the elementary
lesson he was given by the Minister for
Water Supplies in regard to that question.
That next point raised was-

(f) its actions in extending its social-
ist undertakings and using unfair
methods of trading.

Despite the fact that the Government
was elected on a policy which it clearly
laid down on the election platform-por-
tions of which were read by the hon. mhem-
ber for Cottesloe-the hon. member for
Nedlands does not think the Government
should do what the electors elected it to do,
and he did not go into any details con-
cerning the points of his objection.
The hon. member for Nedlands has
shown, by his actions in this House, that
he has influenced those in another place
to come to a decision which has resulted in
the people of Western Australia being de-
prived of the opporttinity to effect insur-
ance policies with the State Government
insurance Office, despite the fact that
many people, including myself, would pre-7
fer to insure with that office instead of
with a private company. In an earlier
debate it became very obvious that it is
not the State Insurance Office that is
making excess profits, but the private
companies in those fields from which the
State is excluded.

It is a little amusing to realise that one
of those fields of insurance policies is
against burglary. I suggest that an
insurance policy taken out against private
enterprise could be placed in the same
category, but would probably prove to be
not quite as profitable. In his remarks,
the hon. member for Nedlands then went
on to deal with the Government's-

(g) administrative directions and
actions to discourage and weaken
established private industry.

In regard to that, there were words, words,
words, with nothing to support them. The
hon. member then dealt with-

(h) the division it has caused within
the community which is detri-
mental to the general well being
and rapid development of the
State.

This was just another question of more
wards.

In a useful speech coming from the Op-
position he could have-and, I think,
should have-suggested an increase in rail
freights. In this, "The West Australian"
would again have supported him, because
it has written leaders on this question, par-
ticularly in relation to rail freights on
wheat and superphosphate.

Mr. Bovell: Yes, rob the country people
all the time!I

Mr. JOHNSON: I have been a little
more than interested to find that farmers
who live in districts where the railways
have been closed, have been giving some
thought to the question of an increase in
rail freights. There is the opinion grow-
ing-I would not know how strong it is
because I have not been in those districts
and have only heard it from People who
have visited the city-that it would be
far better to raise the general freight
rate against those who enjoy the benefit
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of railways than to Place all the burden
on the people who live in the outback
districts. Those people who reside in the
outer districts would give a great deal of
support to the suggestion that rail freights
on wheat and super should be Increased,
but that any reduction in subsidies should
not take place. I think such a suggestion
has much to commend it. and it is some-
thing that could usefully have emanated
from an able opposition. Also, it is a
suggestion that could have been tested as
to whether it would or would not produce
some results.

Further, the hon. member for Nedlands
could have suggested that the Government
would be able to save a great deal of
money if it asked parents in country areas
to pay portion of the fares of the children
who travel on school buses, in order to
play fair with the people who live In the
city, inasmuch as the children who reside
in the metropolitan area and who travel
to school by bus have to pay the first 5s.
a week, then later receive a rebate of the
excess up to 12s. 6d. a week.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Despite the fact
that the country children have to travel
60 and 70 miles to school?

Mr. J0OHNSON: They still travel to
school by bus.

Mr. Bovell: But that is the only means
by which country children can get to
school when they reside a long way from
it.

Mr. JOHNSON: But there are many
children in the country who can walk to
school.

Mr. Bovell: Difficulty is only encountered
with those children who reside in outback
areas.

Mr. JOHNSON: That may be, but it
would only be justice that the people in
the city should not be treated worse than
those in the country.

Mr. Hearman: I would not worry about
that if I were you.

Mr. JOHNSON: No, because the hon.
member is living in the country. But I
live in the city, and the people in my
district do not see why they should pay
the bus fares for their school children
when the people in the country, who make
a lot more money than those in the city,
are enabled to have their children travel
on the bus free of charge. We often see
the country people driving through the
town in their great, big cars. One week
they travel down to the city in a utility
and the next week it might be in a big
sedan. I know that there are people in
the country who are not well off, but there
are also people in the city who are not
well off.

However, fair
should propose
fairness should

is fair, and the Opposition
that a greater degree of
be shown and, therefore.

if we in the metropolitan area cannot ob-
tain free transport for our children who
live far enough away from the schools to
require transport by bus, then the people
in the country should be treated in a
similar way and pay part of the transport
cost.

Mr. Court: Are these your views or
the views of your Government?

Mr. JOHNSON: They are my views. I
am trying to put forward some construc-
tive suggestions which could have been
advanced by the Opposition. I am trying
to adopt the same tactics as Professor
Bland uses in the Federal sphere. I am
trying to be a useful member of this
House by showing the Opposition what
suggestions could have been made to the
Government. I know that the Opposition
needs help and that the hon. member for
Nedlands is very hard working.

Mr. Court: You and I are poles apait
in regard to your views on metropolitan
and country spending.

Mr. JOHNSON: I am merely stating
that these are the propositions the Oppo-
sition should put forward. I will assist
the hon. member for Nedlands a little more
by suggesting that his amendment should
be amended by striking out the word "by"
and inserting in its place the word "to".
By that means the Government would
save a further sum of money and be rid
of an incubus that has hindered the pro-
gress of this State for a number of years.
The majority of the people-not neces-
sarily Legislative Council electors.-In this
State are now aware that if this vote were
reduced to El we could assist useful Gov-
ernment in this State, because it would
mean the abolition of the Legislative
Council.

There is a further suggestion I could
make which would improve the motion
moved by the hon. member for Nediands.
It is one worthy of consideration. I will
admit that in view of the fact that these
Estimates cover a period which commenced
on June last, it would be a little imnpractic-
able to put the suggestion into full effect,
because wages have already been paid to
employees in anticipation of this vote
being passed. However, wages are some-
thing that should be considered. If any
unemployment is justified, it would be the
unemployment of those who are members
of another Place, because they produce
nothing useful and they retard the progress
of the State.

However, the Legislative Council em-
braces quite a number of people. Some
have worked conscientiously-in their
view-for the progress of the State. I am
not suggesting that we should do toD them
what is done to private employees when
they are found to be no longer useful. I
suggest that they should be given a rea-
sonable life pension even approximating
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their present salary if such a move would
prove to be effective in avoiding wasteful
expenditure.

That is one way by which the hon.
member for Nedlands could improve his
motion-namely, by increasing the amount
of funds available to the State by striking
out the word "by" and inserting in its stead
the word "to". It is merely a question of
two letters in each case. It would make a
great deal more sense, and would be more
in line with the thinking of the people of
Western Australia.

THE HON. A. F. WATTS (Stirling-on
amendment) [9.41]: This evening I have
listened to a variety of speeches on the
amendment which has been moved by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. Probably
the most interesting speech from one as-
Pect, but ridiculous from another, was the
one made by the hon. member who has
just resumed his seat. In fact, I think I
can safely say that it was extremely
doubtful whether r should have raised
myself to the position I am now in had it
not been for the remarks made by the
bon. member for Leederville.

There have not been many occasions
when opportunity has been taken in this
House, during the last few years, to move
to reduce the Estimates by any sum as a
motion of censure upon the Government.
There are certain aspects of the whole.
question which I would like to discuss on
another occasion, but which I will leave
alone tonight. When I say, "the whole
question", I mean the question of the
handling by Parliament of the Estimates
of revenue and expenditure. However, as
circumstances are, we have before us this
amendment by the hon. member for Ned-
lands, who put forward a number of
reasons why he thought it was justified.

On this matter, I find myself in much
the same position as the hon. member for
Vasse. There are two or three of the hon.
gentleman's headings to which I think
some attention can be given and which, of
themselves, afford sufficient justification
for voting for this amendment. The one
which the hon. member for Vasse referred
to in particular was the Government's
failure to use the funds at its disposal to
the best advantage of the State.

It is not the first time that some pro-
tests have been made in regard to this mat-
ter or some divergent opinion expressed by
hon. members in this House against the
action of the hon. members opposite. For
example, we are told, from time to time,
and fairly regularly, when one asks ques-
tions about the availability of funds for the
erection of much-needed public buildings
and for this place and that, that considera-
tion will be given to the matter when funds
are available. In more recent times, and
almost every day, we find protests of one
kind or another either in the Press or
reaching us through the post from parents

and citizens' associations or other bodies-
even the State School Teachers' Union of
Western Australia-complaining of the in-
ability of the Government to catch up with
the requirements of education from the
point of view of buildings and accommoda-
tion of one kind or another.

We can make allowances. As f air-
minded people, let us say that we know In
recent times there has been a much sharper
increase in the State school population
than there was in times past, and therefore
the problem of catching up with the neces-
sary accommodation is 50 per cent. or 100
per cent, greater than it was a decade or
more ago. Let us agree with that. But
that does not justify, in my view, the
expenditure of money on things which from
my viewpoint-and I suggest also from the
viewpoint of the bodies to which I have
made reference-are relatively of less
importance than the things they have In
M~ind.

For example, I have questioned the
expenditure of some £800,000 on the char-
coal iron industry at Wundowie. We are
well aware that the production at Wun-
dowie was sufficient to cope with the local
demand and leave some substantial margin
for export. Whatever work has been done
to increase the capacity has been to
increase it for export purposes only. In
normal times, and facing normal circum-
stances, in the other departments to which
I have referred, such expenditure could
probably be Justified. But in the circum-
stances in which the State flnds itself, on
the particular aspect of education, and
indeed in respect to hospitalisation if it is
desired to add that to the list, the expendi-
ture of that sum at Wundowie for that
purpose was, in my opinion a year ago and
I repeat now, not sufficiently justified.

We also have other aspects of school
accommodation which is required. One
aspect was referred to by the hon. member
for Vasse, and that is the necessity for
sewerage or septic systems to be installed
at a great number of schools. It is true
that there are some 60 to 70 schools where
approval has been granted but only lack of
funds prevents the carrying out of the
work.

In the metropolitan districts of Perth-
I do not complain about this for one
moment and I believe this convenience Is
thoroughly warranted, because I think the
health of the people is of very great
importance-there are about two Govern-
ment schools which are not so fitted up.
But in the rural areas there are between
60 and 70 of such schools, if I remember
correctly the figures given to me a few
months ago.

Little or no effort Is being made for the
provision of septic systems in any of them.
In fact, so bad is the Position becoming in
some cases that parents and citizens'
associations are volunteering to provide the
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money themselves. An article was pub-
lished in a newspaper that at Moorine
Rock, which is on the Eastern. Goldfields
line, an offer to contribute the required
money was made by the parents and
citizens' association.

In my own district at Tanibellup the
same position has arisen. I asked the
Minister if he was aware of the fact that
the association had offered to finance the
cost; he said he was. I asked him if he
would have an estimate prepared as to
what it would cost, and he said it was being
prepared. I asked him over what period,
if any, he proposes to reimburse the asso-
ciation, and he said that no decision has
been made by the Government in that
regard.

The Tarnbellup school was built about
1948. The buildings at the rear were
specially designed to be capable of being
used for the installation of a septic system
when water became available. The water
is now available, and has been for the last
21 years. As the buildings are suitable for
the purpose, the parents and citizens'
association obviously expected that one of
the first things the department would do,
when the water became available, would be
to have the premises fitted up.

Judge their amazement when they found
themselves included in the list of 60 and
70 schools where approval has been
granted! Judge my amazement when it
was suggested that they offered to pay for
the installation themselves, perhaps to he
reimbursed over a long period of years! In
the face of things like that going on in
this State, is it reasonable to expend the
large sum which I mentioned on an
industry which otherwise might be
deserving of expansion, but which under
present circumstances is not so deserving?

I have the greatest regard for the work
being done by police boys' clubs. I1 have
reason to believe that some £15,000 or
£16,000 has been found to assist these clubs
in establishing premises in the metropoli-
an area in the current financial year. Yet
the residents of Tambellup-virtually
speaking a small village of 300 or 400
people-and those of Moorine Rock, even
smaller in number, are being asked to
contribute the money themselves--in the
case of Moorine Rock £300 or £:400 is be-
ing asked-in order to get this facility
which they regard as of the greatest im-
portance to the health of their community.

Mr. Bovell: There are over 200 schools
in the country which lack septic systems.

Mr, WATTS: I1 believe that approval
for installation has been granted in re-
spect of 10. Some schools cannot be fitted
up, because of lack of satisfactory water
supplies, and others have not got around
to dealing with this question. We do know
there are approximately 7O schools where
approval has been granted; and they are

the ones to which I particularly wish to
refer, because they are the ones to which
somne priority should be given.

I must subscribe to the views expressed by
the hon. member for Vasse in regard to
school buses. If our mutual friend from
Leederville were here, I would point out
to him that I have rarely heard such
statements, made apparently from depths
of abysmal ignorance, as those made by
him in regard to school bus services; be-
cause many of the children served by the
school buses walk or ride bicycles further
to reach the bus, than the children in the
metropolitan area to which he referred
have to travel to go to school. When the
country school children have done this
tour on foot or bicycle, in all sorts of
weather conditions, and usually over ex-
tremely bad tracks, they have to travel
between 20 and 30 miles on the bus to
arrive at the places to receive their educa-
tion.

It is true, and I think we are all agreed,
that the Government policy is dictated in
a majority of cases towards closing the
smaller schools. and consolidating the
larger schools. That consolidation in-
volved, as everybody knew it would involve,
a system of transport. In the last couple
of years, that system of transport has
been weakened, because of the desire of
the Government to save a small sum of
money; ultimately it turned out to be
£34,000 for the financial year.

The unhappiness, inconvenience, dis-
comfort and argument which the -saving
of that small sum of £34,000 has occasioned
to so many people in so many outback
places will astonish those who are in
closer contact with this question. It is
obviously quite unjustified, and someone
ought to have put an end to it as rapidly
as possible.

It was not so long ago I drew attention
to the fact that the answers to questions
asked by me indicated that only 19 per
cent, of the expenditure on public build-
ings in the last two financial years was
outside the metropolitan area, and 81 per
cent.' was within the metropolitan area.
As the relative populations are approxi-
mately 58 per cent. in the metropolitan
area and 42 per cent, outside, it was
reasonable to expect some resemblance in
the ratio of expenditure between those
two populations.

But 19 per cent. of expenditure does not
resemble 42 per cent. of population. It
does not represent the 42 per cent. suffi-
ciently to justify the distribution which
was made between those two sections of
the community. In consequence, I think
that all these matters add up to a belief
that the Government has not used the
funds at its disposal to the best advantage
of the State.
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Secondly, the item to which I now wish
to make reference, and the last on which
I am basing my support for this amend-
ment, is this--

Its failure to declare a railway policy
designed to increase the efficiency of
the W.A.O.R. and systematically re-
duce the railway deficit.

I do not subscribe to the view raised
by the Treasurer the other evening that
in referring to a report of convenience,
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
meant to defame the Royal Commissioner.
I can see another interpretation of the
remark made by the hon. gentleman,
although I would say to him in all
friendliness that it was badly phrased. As
it struck me at the time he made it, it
was very convenient for the Government
that a report of that nature should be
available at just this time.

I did not in my mind come to the con-
clusion for one moment that the hon.
member for Nedlands was referring in any
way at all to impropriety on the part of
the Royal Commissioner. The Treasurer
took a course with which I am prepared to
agree it was possible for him to take: but
I do not think that he was, under the
circumstances, entitled to take it.

I am of the opinion that the Royal
Commissioner is entitled to inform himself
in any way he likes. I have been on an
honorary Royal Commission on more than
one occasion, and I have been advised by
the Solicitor-General and other Crown
Law officers as to the taking of evidence.
I have been informed quite categorically
that, if I liked, I could go and talk to
a couple of drunks in the street and use
what they tell me as evidence, if I thought
that had some justification or background.

That might be a strictly legal point of
view. If it is, well and good; but it is a
point of view I would be very reluctant to
use. I think the only way in which he can
successfully conduct an inquiry of such a
nature, if allegations are made against a
person, is to give that person an oppor-
tunity of answering them. I do not suggest
that the results arrived at by Mr. Smith
in the last report are incorrect, but I do
think it might have been better if he had
taken the opportunity of hearing evidence
given in rebuttal, if such evidence were
available, before he made his report.

Mr. Graham: Do you think the Govern-
ment erred in placing the report on the
table of the House?

Mr. WATTS: I do not. That was the
least the Government could do with it.
I think all such reports should be placed
on the table of the House, because in the
end they would all be made public; other-
wise any such matter might become a
hole-and-corner business, and that is not
desirable. I do not think there was any-
thing wrong in tabling the report, but I
think the Royal Commissioner would have

been better advised if he had kept it for
another week, and perhaps had taken some
evidence in the meantime. I am not sug-
gesting for one moment that he committed
any impropriety, especially in view of the
advice which was tendered to .me in past
times. To me it was a question as to what
was the wise thing to do.

However, in my opinion, the Government
has not yet produced any worth-while
policy in regard to the future of the rail-
ways in Western Australia. There have
been piecemeal matters. Railway lines
have been discontinued and inquiries have
been set on foot: and surely sufficient time
has elapsed to enable the Government to
form some clear opinion as to what the
future in regard to the railway system of
Western Australia should be, and to in-
form the public on that subject.

We have very decided views as to what
should be done with the railway system of
Western Australia and those views will, no
doubt, be made public at a suitable oppor-
tunity. The responsibility at the moment
lies upon the Government, and I say that
that responsibility is not being discharged.
For the reasons I have mentioned, I sup-
port the amendment.

MR. HEARMAN (Blackwood-on amend-
ment) [10.13: This debate seems to have
taken the course of a general censure on
the Government, which is the correct pro-
cedure, I think, when there has been a
motion for a reduction of £1 in a vote.
Reference to the Lieut.-Governor's Speech
at the opening of Parliament this year.
and to the speech delivered by the Treas-
urer when he introduced the Estimates,
would-which I think was intended-lead
us to believe that, generally speaking, the
economy of the State is in quite a reason-
ably sound condition. The -Lleut.-Gov-
ernor's Speech stated-

The economy of the State continues
in a healthy condition and solid pro-
gress is being made despite lower over-
seas prices for some of our most im-
portant products.

Again, in the Treasurer's speech, we find
the same tenor. I ask myself whether
it is a fair thing for any Government at
this particular time to suggest that that
is a fair statement of the position. I feel
that with the experience of the general
serious decline in wool prices; with the
difficulties that lie ahead so far as the
disposal of our wheat harvest is concerned:
and with the general difficulties being
faced in other export phases of primary
products-I think for instance, the fruit
grower this year will find himself taking
a substantially lower price for his fruit
and will find himself with additional mar-
keting difficulties--the Treasurer might.
Perhaps, have taken an opportunity of
giving the State generally, and the man in
the street, as it were, some indication of
just what lies ahead of us,
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If we are to be realistic, we will have to
accept the fact that the situation for the
next 12 months is not going to be as easy
as it has been for the past ten years. When
I say that, I am not minimising the diffi-
culties we have been through in the last
ten years. When a difficult time ap-
proaches. the public generally should ex-
pect that the leaders of the community-
of whom the Premier and Treasurer must
obviously be regarded as being the leading
citizen-have a responsibility to warn the
public of what is before them and en-
deavour to establish policies which they
think will assist the community generally
to surmount the difficulties that are likely
to confront it.

There is no question that a fall in the
export prices of primary products is going
to have a very considerable impact on the
economy of the State; and it does behove
each and every one of us to face up to
that fact and see what can be done gener-
ally to find ways and means of coping with
the situation. The people of Great Britain,
through the Parliament, from time to time
have been warned of occasions like this.
For instance, there is the famous occasion
when Sir Winston Churchill promised
nothing but blood, sweat and tears. More
latterly, the present British Prime Min-
ister warned them 12 months ago of the
need for tackling problems, and today we
find the outlook generally is very much
improved as a result of the steps that the
Government took at that stage, even
though some of the steps were unpopular.

I feel that today the situation in West-
ern Australia is such that the public should
be given some indication of just what lies
before them, because if the public are to
respond in the way we would like them
to-and I have no doubt they will-then
they have to be confronted fairly with
the position. It is not that I am anti-
cipating that half our people will be un-
employed within the next 12 months: but
it is realistic to say that the position is
not going to be as easy as it has been,
and it certainly behoves us to see what
we can do with our own resources to put
our own house in order and to effect what
economies we can.

We expect greater efficiency from Gov-
ernment spending, and the Government
should generally give a lead to the com-
munity as to what is expected of them;
rather than look for scapegoats and try to
place the blame elsewhere. It is all very
well to say the capitalistic system is the
cause of the fall in overseas commodity
prices. That is an easy thing for a person
to say who does not believe in it. None the
less it might be well worth bearing in
mind that it is that system that has built
this State to its present stage of develop-
ment: and whether we criticise it or be-
lieve in it or not, and whether we like it
or not, we have to work under it and

have to face up to the difficulties that con-
cern us. when people overseas just do not
want to Pay us as much for our com-
modities as we want them to.

The Treasurer rarely makes a speech
without criticising the Commonwealth
Government; and he has, of course, run
true to form in this case, and has sug-
gested that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment should make very much more money
available to the State. This is not the
right angle. The Commonwealth does re-
lieve us of a lot of our responsibilities and
difficulties, but I do not believe that that
is the sole answer to our problem, particu-
larly when for political purposes the Treas-
urer is always prepared to criticise the
present Federal Government on the level
of the taxation it imposes. Now he takes
the Commonwealth Government to task
because it raises money by taxation, then
lends it back to the States and charges
interest for it! He says that is a very
wicked thing, because he objects to the
principle and practice. That is how I
Interpret his speech, and I do not think
that any other interpretation could be
placed on It.

It is very interesting to note that
although the Treasurer criticises the Com-
monwealth Government, he is doing the
same thing with regard to the Abattoir
Board. The money received by the board
is paid into the Treasury; but when it
wants to do any development work, the
board has to approach the Treasurer, who
lends it the necessary amount and charges
interest on it. The Treasurer gets the
money for nothing; and then when he
lends it back to the board, he charges
interest. It is good enough for the
Treasurer to do that, but it is very wicked
if the Commonwealth Government does
the same thing. He cannot have it both
ways. I don't really think the Treasurer
believes it himself when he says it; because,
surely, in view of what he practises
himself-

Mr. Graham: It is not a Parallel case.
of course.

Mr. HEARMAN: I believe it is. I just
mention the fact that the Treasurer does
not mind what Point he makes as long as
it is against the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. All the problems are laid at the
door of the Commonwealth Government or
anyone the Government does not happen
to like. The present Government has been
in power for close on six years; and It is
quite obvious that if there is more unem-
ployment and less development of second-
ary industries in this State than in other
States, it must be responsible. It is no
good its trying to find scapegoats, because
it is quite ridiculous to think that the
Government would not have some reserva-
tions at this Point about the wisdom of
some of its Policies.
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Mr. Nulsen: I think the members of the
State Parliament should do the best for
the State, and therefore-

Mr. HEARMAN: I am not suggesting
that they should not. I do not know
whether the Minister for Justice is trying
to Imply that I am not doing my best just
because I do not agree with everything he
says. I am simply criticising the Treasurer
for his Inconsistent attitude in this matter;
and if Hansard is referred to, it will be
proved that that is all I am doing. I
consider that not only the Federal Gov-
ernment, but other iberal Governments in
other States have been responsible for very
much greater progress than has been
achieved by the Government in this State.
That is one of the reasons why the other
States have a higher level of employment
than has this State. It is all very fine for
Government members to try to suggest
that this is not the case, because one has
only to take the interjections made here
tonight about private enterprise to realise
that it is.

It has been significant that the Deputy
Premier has not said anything about this
subject. That is because he has been
trying to get overseas capital to this State:
and I imagine he must be doing quite a
bit of squirming when he hears speeches
such as the hon. member for Leederville
has made. He had nothing good to say
about private enterprise, and suggested we
should make out an insurance policy
against it. is this going to encourage
people to come here and spend money In
large amounts?

An hon. member: D~o you think the hon.
member for Leederville should be sent to
try to attract trade?

Mr. HEARMAN: I do not think he
would get any Investments, but possibly
he might reflect more of the viewpoint of
the hon. members who sit behind the
Government than perhaps does the Deputy
Premier. There appears to be something
of a divergence of viewpoint there, and
I would think that that is a very good
reason why we are not doing so well in
this respect. This has been indicated by
the interjections made here tonight, and
it is quite obvious that anything not
socialistic is regarded with suspicion.

Reference to Hansard will bear out that
point. If we are to get this advantage
from secondary industry, which the
Treasurer has mentioned, then obviously
members of the Government-both front
and back benchers-will have to show
some indication of a sincere desire to get
industries here. It may be that the Gov-
ernment believes a socialist Utopia is pre-
ferable. but we cannot have It both ways.
We cannot talk about encouraging the
investment of private capital here and
bringing industries to Western Australia
on the promise that they will be allowed
to make a profit, and, on the other hand,

saying it is wicked to let them make a
profit. The interjections that we have
had tonight indicate the insincerity of the
Government; but I do not say the Deputy
Premier is insincere. I think he wants
to get these people here, but he is carrying
far too much weight to win the race.

Mr. Brand: Who is the handicapper?
Mr. HEARMAN: The handicap Is self-

imposed as far as his party is concerned.
Mr. W. Hegney: Ron. members of the

Opposition are not showing a very re-
sponsible attitude in regard to it, -according
to the speeches tonight and those made
previously.

Mr. HEARMAN: I think I am showing
a responsible attitude, inasmuch as I am
trying to show the Government where it is
making a mistake. I do not think t am
doing so badly, just quietly, judging by
the reaction I am getting!

Mr. W. Hegney: We know this is only
a Federal election stunt.

Mr. HEARMAN: The Minister cannot
tell the Committee whether he wants
private capital to come here, or whether,
if it comes here, he would like to social-
Ise it.

Mr. Brand: All is well. Dr. Evatt has
offered to resign tonight, and to offer the
second preferences to the D.L.P.!

Mr. HEARMAN: That'is a good political
bargain. I wish the Treasurer had shown
some realisation for the need for greater
economy in Government spending. I do
not necessarily mean that there should be
a reduction in spending but that the Gov-
ernment should get better value for Its
money. I believe that if we can get better
value for our money, it is possible we can
surmount some of the difficulties that con-
front us.

Mr. Brady: Did your Government get
good value when it bought the diesels for
the railways?

Mr. HEARMAN: I do not think it did.
If the Minister wants to make a point
out of that, let him do so. But is that
going to justify his Government in doing
the same sort of thing? A fortnight or
so ago I asked about the additional e~r-
penditure in connection with the dairy
branch of the Department of Agriculture,
and I found that over the past four years
an 'additional amount of £40,000 had becn
spent on that branch. Do not think I
object to an extra £40,000 being spent on
that branch.

Mr. Evans: Have you ever heard of the
proverb about people living in glass
houses?

Mr. HEARMAN: I am not criticising this
expenditure, but I move amongst the dairy
farmers and I know something of the
service the department is giving them. I
a'n not critical of the departmental
officers, because I know that ever the years
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they have done a good job under adverse
conditions; but the vote has gone from
£102,000 to £145,000 in four years, which
is an increase of more than one-third.
However, I do not think we are getting
anything like one-third more by way of
service to the dairy farmers.

If we are going to spend more money,
let us get something for it. We have
heard of day labour. I have mentioned
the question of costs through dealing wilL
Government departments; and what I said
still stands unrefuted. I have referred to
the need to reduce the cost of putting
produce on board ship. I mentioned the
cost of putting a truck alongside a ship
on a Sunday. The charge amounted to
£52 8s. We cannot continue in business
in these circumstances.

Mr. Brand: Has the Government taken
any action in respect of the dieselis?

Mr. Andrew: If you had been awake,
you would have heard.

Mr. HEARMAN: The hon. member for
Victoria Park would not know. When the
question was asked a week or so ago, we
were told the position was before Cabinet.
I doubt whether the hon. member for
Victoria Park knows any more about it
than I do. We do not need any Royal
Commissioner to be appointed, to know
that the prime move in respect of the
diesels was not exactly satisfactory.

At any rate, I mentioned the cost of
putting a truck of fruit alongside a ship on
a Sunday, and I do not think anyone can
challenge the figures given in answers to
questions on the floor of the House. If
the Government really wants the fruit
growers to export fruit and take the fullest
advantage of such shipping as is available;
and if it wants the orchardist to use the
railways, it should make it economically
possible for them to do so.

I am well aware of the fact that Arbi-
tration Court awards, and such things, are
responsible for the present Position, but
the Government does not seem to be con-
cerned about it. That is what bothers me.
I know that what transpires now has
existed for years. While prices were good
enough to stand these costs, it was not so
damaging, but now that prices are not that
way, it does become damaging. The hon.
member for Warren represents an elector-
ate that produces a lot of fruit, and he
should give this matter some consideration
if he is playing fair with his electorate.

Mr. Lapham: Have you given it consid-
eration?

Mr. HEARMAN: Yes, I have ventilated
the question and made all sorts of sugges-
tions about it.

Mr. Lapham: What would you suggest
now?

Mr. HEARMAN: I simply suggest that
If the Government is not prepared to do
anything about it, it cannot properly object

to fruit going by road from the district
where it is produced to the ship's side.
There are other ways of overcoming the
trouble. I have discussed the question
with railwaymen. We do not need a driver,
a fireman, a wharf foreman, a. shunter, a
head shunter and a signalman to shift one
truck.

Mr. Jamieson: You seem to be an expert
on all these matters.

Mr. HEABMAN: This information was
given in answers to questions. One does
not have to be an expert to read Hansard.
These things are luxuries which we cannot
afford.

Mr. Potter: We have heard about this
isolated instance before. Give us some-
thing else.

Mr. HEARMAN: An isolated instance!
Goodness me! It costs one penny a gallon
to shunt a truckload of petrol from North
Wharf to the other wharf.

Mr. Lapham: Are you advocating the
closure of the railways and handing every-
thing over to road transport?

Mr. HEARMAN: If we have to pay that
much to take a truck of fruit from the Pre-
mantle railway yard to the ship's side at
Victoria Quay, I think it would be cheaper
to pay a Man to wheel it over in a barrow.
If that Is the best solution the Govern-
ment can find, I would commend it be-
cause it would not be as silly as the present
position.

Mr. Jamieson; That is Your idea.
Mr. HEARI'AN: I do not say that at

all. The hon. member for Beeloo, can try
to put those words in my mouth, if he
wishes. He is obviously worried, because
he is trying to distort the case. If the hon.
member wants to Justify having these men
do a job like that, and being paid a full
day's Pay for it, then let him do so, and
let it go down on the record of the Govern-
ment that that is the way it is facing up
to the Problem of reducing costs, and mak-
ing it Possible to meet the falling prices
that we receive from our overseas buyers!

If the hon. member for Beeloo is inter-
ested in the people in his electorate hav-
ing Jobs, he had better do something
about the matter and try to stir up the
Government. We do not make work for
anybody when we raise costs like that: we
lose it. In addition, we lose trade. We
have already lost trade. We used to have
a good export trade in potatoes to Singa-
pore.

Mr. Brady: Have not the shipping com-
panies increased their freight charges?

Mr. HEARMAN: That does not affect
the Government. It is all right to look for
scapegoats, but a Government cannot get
by entirely on that basis. It cannot point
to what some other Government did on
another occasion. The present Govern-
ment has been in office long enough to
take the bowling as it comes.
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Mr. Potter: How long have -you known
about this .question?

Mr. HEARMAN: I have known about it
for somr two years or so., I mentioned it
in the - House last year when I asked the
Government to review it. The Government

aid it would do that, but when I subse-
quently asked the result of the review, the
Government said it had done nothing. I
am bringing the matter forward again
because I think it is more important than
it was previously. It was not so bad
when the growers--or some of them-were
getting 31)s. a case for their fruit, but
when they get less than £1, the position
is serious. We have commodities that we
could sell if the handling costs were not
so high. If we do not get these .costs
down, we are simply pricing ourselves out
of markets.

This Is' a serious matter, and the
Treasurer could well give thought to it.
He could give some indication of what the
Government intends to do. After all, that
is his responsibility as Leader of the Gov-
ernment. He does not meet the situation
merely by looking for scapegoats; be should
do something about it.

There is nothing in the Budget which
indicates what the Government is going
to do, other than a list of various expendi-
tures, and how they compare with previous
expenditures. The Treasurer mentioned
difficulties such as the increase in the
number of schools; and he pointed out
that an attempt was made to do some-
thing about the railways. I make no
secret of the f act that I am pleased to see
that something has been done about the
railways, but I think we have not gone
halfway in that direction. We have to
get greater efficiency.

Mr. Evans: We have gone a long way
further than your Government did,

Mr. REARMAN: Maybe so, but still not
far enough.

Mr. Graham: It is still going, though.
Mr. HEARMAN: If, as a State, we are

to remain prosperous, we have to be able
to export our primary products at a profit;
and it is no good saying we can do nothing
about the costs, because we can do some-
thing about them. It is a defeatist atti-
tude to suggest we cannot. I have sug-
gested some ways by which we can do It.
We can achieve some economies through
the railways. I have suggested that we
can get more for the money we spend;
and get better value for it.

I suggest that a realisation of the prob-
lemr is the first step to be taken in over-
coming the difficulty. The problem, as I
see it, does not appear to be appreciated
by the Treasurer; at least, not from his
remarks when introducing the Estimates.
For that reason, and that reason alone, the
opposition is completely justified in trying
to draw attention to the position in an
endeavour to have some action taken. I
support the amendment.

MR. 1. -W. MANNING -(Harvey-on
amendment) (10.301 :- 1 desire -to support
the amendment moved by - the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition to reduce the
vote -by fl; and, like the hon. member for
Vasse, and the Leader of the Country
Party, I. desire to use point 2 as my reason
for supporting the censure motion-that is.
the Government's failure to use the funds
at its disposal to the best advantage .of
the State. 1, too, desire to touch on the
question of education. I believe that the
Education Department is one on which the
Government deserves more censure than
perhaps any other department, because of
its failure to keep pace with the educa-
tional needs of this State, and to carry
out the very necessary improvements that
we need.

Mr. W. Hegney: You want to take a
trip around the couzltry and get your eyes
open.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: I wonder if the
Minister has paid a visit to the country
recently-

Mr. W. Hegney: Yes.
Mr. I. W. MANNING: -to have a look

at some of the country schools and see
what they need in the way of classrooms,
septic systems and reduction in the size
of classes.

Mr. W, Hegney: Yes.
Mr. I. W. MANNING: When are we

to have a move in that direction?
Mr. Brand:. It is time something was

done about the size of classrooms.
Mr. I W. MANNING: It is for those

things that the Government deserves
censure. . The Minister said that it
was his intention progressively to reduce
the size of classes to something reason-
able.

Mr. W. Hegney: That Is being done.
Even the hon. member for Cottesloe will
admit that,

Mr. I. W. MANNING: There are over
300 classes which have 50 or more pupils.

Mr. W. Hegney: You are on thin ice.
Mr. I. W. MANNING: The tendency is

to build up the infants' classes. As far
as I can see, it is the first-infants' classes
where the numbers are being built up;
and it is my belief that if ever a class
needed specinlised teaching it Is first-in-
fants', because if the child does not get
specialised teaching in that class he finds
his future school life difficult.

Mr. W. Hegney: They are not the only
ones who need specialised teaching, from
what I have heard this evening.

Mr. rotter: I agree with that, after
what I have heard tonight.

Mr. 1. W. MANNING: The hon. member
for Subiaco will dumbfound us altogether
If he keeps on saying that. I believe that
the Government has failed to set aside
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the necessary funds to keep pace with our
educational needs. When we Inquire as to
when classrooms will be built, or when
septic systems will be Installed, we are
told that this work cannot be done because
insufficient loan funds are being made
available. But when we look at the esti-
mates we find that a large sum of money
is set aside for a great variety of reasons.

Mr. Brady: Do you know that this Gov-
ernment is spending twice the amount of
money your Government spent on educa-
tion?

Mr. 1. W. MANNING: At least It did
keep pace better with the educational
needs of the time.

Mr. Graham: Rubbish!
Mr. Brand: That is true.
Mr. I. W.

The whole
under the
different.

MANNING: Of course it did.
attitude towards education
Previous Government was

Mr. Brady: We are spending £7,000,000
and your Government spent only £3,500,000.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: And you are
getting more money, too.

Mr. 1. W. MANNING: There is no real
attempt being made to build new class-
rooms, and I do not think one septic
system has been installed since the previous
Government went out of power.

Potter: You have only thought of that
since the Laverton show.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: It is in regard
to those points that I censure the Govern-
ment. When one notices the tremendous
sum of money which is coming Into the
State, and the number of avenues In which
it is being used, one realises how much
more could be directed towards education
and educational needs.

Mr. Lawrence: How much money comes
into the State?

Mr. I. W. MANNING: The hon. member
ought to ask the Treasurer that question.

Mr. Lawrence: You don't know.
Mr. I. W. MANNING: The hon. member

should ask the Treasurer that question and
ask him also how much he intends to
devote to education, and what real attempt
the Treasurer intends to make to catch up
with our educational needs. This Gov-
ernment should give greater attention to
that point.

Also in regard to the employment ques-
tion, I noticed in the report of the Educa-
tion Department that the stage has been
reached where it can select its teachers,
because of the great number offering them-
selves for the teaching profession. That
indicates to me that if additional class-
rooms were built, and progressive steps
were taken to increase the school leaving
age, and to reduce the size of classes, there

would be a need for more teachers to be
employed by the department; and in that
way the employment of our People would
be assisted. So there is one way of as-
sisting-by reducing unemployment.

This is one avenue into which the
Government could direct its funds, and it
would help to improve a department
which is sadly lacking. There Is no doubt
in my mind that the Education Depart-
ment Is lagging behind other departments
in the State, because It Is falling to keep
up with Present educational needs. IFom.
the correspondence we receive from various
parents and citizens' associations we realise
that grave concern Is being felt about the
lack of improvements in the field of educa-
tion and, In particular, the lack of septic
systems.

Mr. Andrew: The McLarty-Watts Gov-
ernment built one high school.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: I do not know
Why the Minister brushes off the question
of septic systems because, to country
people, that is a real need.

Mr. W. Hegney: You seem to get in a
panic every time you mention the words
"septic system."

Mr. I. W. MANNING: Concern is also
felt about the loss of certain of our over-
seas markets. The hon. member for Black-
wood spoke about Potatoes. There is a
market in Malaya and some of the near
eastern countries for a grade of potatoes
known as the "lA" which is the smaller
sized Potato. We are missing out on this
market because we are not able to compete
in price with some other countries. When
speaking to the Supply Bill, I mentioned
the reduction in the activities of Nestle's
Ltd., because it Is being Priced out of its
overseas markets. That is having a very
detrimental effect on our overseas trade.
It is an already established industry which
had a good overseas market, and was of
assistance to the State.

Mr. W. Hegney: Do you think that the
Potato Marketing Board should be abol-
ished?

Mr. I. W. MANNING: I do not know
what relation the Minister's interjection
has to the censure motion, or to the point
I am making. I am trying to bring to
the notice of the Government that where
we have marketing difficulties such as this
the matter should be fully investigated by
the Government in an effort to discover
the cause. We are losing good markets,
and that is a regrettable fact. It is neces-
sary for us to have overseas markets, and
any loss in that direction should receive
the closest attention of the Government
so that we can find out where we are
falling down, and why we are unable to
compete, because of the price factor, with
those other countries which are undersell-
ing us. I support the amendment.
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MR. CROMMELIN (Claremont -on
amendment (10.40]: 1 do not intend to
speak at length on this motion to reduce
the vote.

Mr. W. Hegney: Hear, hear!
Mr. Andrew: All over a quid, too!
Mr. Evans: There Is not much to speak

about.
Mr. CROMMfLJN; At times I consider

the bon. member for Kalgoorlie is a clot;
he is a definite stoppage.

Mr. Brand: The Federal Leader of the
Opposition made a terrific noise In the
Federal sphere about the same suma of
money.

Mr. CROMMD.JN: In 1950 1 was a very
new member and I was endeavouring to
ascertain some of the costs of transport,
particularly as regards the running of
trolley buses and the one-man buses on
the Swanbourne route. Realisinig that the
Minister for Transport was in charge of
this department I asked him certain ques-
tions. firstly in relation to the losses on
the trolley buses on the Perth-Swanbourne
route for the years ended the 30th June,
1954, 1955. and 1956: and the answers I
received were as follows:-

£
1954 ... .. .. 32,584
1955 31,327
1950 .. .... 34,989

The second question I asked concerned
the estimated loss for the year ended the
30th June, 1957, and the reply was that
it was £33,975. A couple of years having
gone by, [ decided, as a matter of Interest,
that I would endeavour to see whether
there was any Improvement on the buses
in that particular section. So on the 23rd
September this year I asked the Minister
how many passengers were carried on
these buses for the years 1958, 1957. and
1959, and what were the financial results
of those operations for each of the three
years mentioned, and also how many
passengers were carried by the one-man
buses and the financial results of those
operations,

I was astonished to receive as an answer
to the four questions that the total num-
bers on individual routes were not kept
but that tests were carried out on certain
days. The answer went on to say that the
most recent of these tests on the Perth-
Swanbourne service revealed that trolley
buses and omnibuses together, on that
day, travelled 1,590 miles and carried
5,762 passengers who paid £230 16s. 1d. in
fares.

in other words, it appeared to me that
either the Minister was unable to *answer
the question, or his department had
reached the stage where it was not able
to work out the results. The first question
I asked was, "What were the financial re-
sults for the year ended the 30th June,

1956?" and the answer was that the de-
partment did not know. But two year
ago I was told that the loss was £34,989.
So I wonder to what extent the department
i prepared to go in answering these simple
questions. If I asked the Minister for
Transport he could say that he could not
care less. Perhaps he could not care less.

Mr. Graham: I never said that.
Mr. CROMMIELIN: I did not say that

the Minister said it. I said he could say
that if he wanted to do so.

Mr. Graham; He could say anything.
Mr. CROMNIELIN: 01 course he could;

but at least I would have thought that he
would have obtained some answer to my
question, particularly in view of the
answers I received two years ago.

Mr. Evans: You could say that you are
wasting our time.

Mr. C]ROMMELIN: And you are a clot.
Mr. Evans; I object to that statement,

Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Brand: Only a little clot.
Mr. CROMMELIN: I am not going to

withdraw that remark, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Graham: if you were asked to do

so you would.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-

ber will proceed. There Is too much Inter-
jection.

Mr. CROMMELIN: There is another
matter that concerns me. There are many
people, especially those connected with
local authorities, who are worried about
the ridiculous position of the building by-
laws. We all remember that two years ago
we listened to the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment give us details of new building
by-Jaws which were to be accepted by all
local authorities. Some of the aspects
of those by-laws were utterly ridiculous.
People were not allowed to build houses
less than 6 ft. from their boundaries on
either side. Again, if a person wanted to
build a car-port, it had to be built of steel
pipes; he could not use bricks.

These by-laws were disallowed and,
consequently, local authorities went back
to their own regulations. What do we have
this year? We find that there is another
set of building by-laws placed before Par-
liament. I1 will admit that they are cer-
tainly more reasonable than the others:
but at the same time, half of them infringe
the Health Act, and the Health Act in-
fringes the other half of the by-laws.

We were informed that these new by-
laws were not to be put into operation.
Surely a Government of any standing
should, over a period of two years, be able
to tell local authorities what by-laws are
to be Introduced, with a view to seeing
whether they would be acceptable to those
local authorities, instead of going ahead
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and reaching a pois,4 where we do not
know whether we have any building by-
laws or not. As a matter of fact, same local
authorities do not know whether theft
building by-laws are legal, or whether they
have any at all! Surely it is the respon-
sibility of a GoRvernment. before it brings
in these regulations, to make sure that
they conform with the law. We should
not have the spectacle of their being re-
voked before. they are put into operation.
The same thing happened last year. Be-
fore this type of regulation is brought in,
more thought should be given to the mat-
ter. Accordingly, as far as I am concerned,
I feel that on that subject alone the Gov-
eminment should be censured. I support
the amendment.

THE HON. H. E. GRAHAM (Minister for
Transp East tPerth-on amendment)
[10.471 Li eel te merits of the eight
points flU'mitted by the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition were very well summed up
by the Leader of the Country Party when,
he-not~withstanding the fact that he sits
on thefother side of the House-felt there
were only two, or perhaps three, of these
eight earth-shattering points, on which the
Government should be condemned, which
had any value or substance.

Mrz,.,ScgTfl! -M-td- not ee*Lth at.
Mx. GRAHAM: A reference to Mansard

will, 4tiink, substantiate what I have said.
I wonder what it is that has inspired-if
that be the word-the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition to trundle out this series of
eight very weak and naive points. I1do
remember having read, not once, but on
many occasions, in a publication known as
"The News Review" that it was time the
State Opposition took stock of itself, and
became a real fighting Opposition.
Whether the advice)I of that journal has

.'Percolated into the tinds af the Opposi-
tion members I know not.

I have a feeling in the back of my mind
that the amendment submitted by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition was
coollc4up in order that he might vent his
spleen on somebody-I am not too sure in
which direction; whether against the Gov-
ernment or against a certain Royal Com-
missioner.

nacensareoa the Goy-
erment.

Mr. GRAHAM:, I am amazed that a
person who occupies what ftshould be the
distinguished position of Detputy Leader of
Her Majesty's Opposition should deliver
himself, as he did, of words to defame a
man of repute, who is generally respected.
and who has applied himself assiduously
to almost difficult task. But there has not
been one word of concern expressed by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition that per-
haps the State or its people were being
defrauded. There was no thought of that

*whatever. Hisiconcern on this occasion,
as on all occasions, Is that, irrespective of

the merits of the case, big .business must
be backed 100 per cent. What happens to
the State or its people matters nothing to
thefrDeputy Leader of the Opposition, so
long as he is loyal to St. George's Terrace.

Mr. Oeurt V- 'onlpte -11=M
Mr. GE.AAAM: I have some experience

of the Opposition and its attitude to West-
ern Australia. Whilst it has been men-
tioned by several speakers that thefhon.
member for Leederville was drawing the
long bow in some of the accusations he
made against the Opposition in respect of
it6 anti-Western Australian attitude, I con-
firm his utterances,

4UPrBra*4: WhaAfauew-4t-4kv
makie?

-Mr. O0,MA: They? can be confirmed
from the wordsjof certain Federal minis-
ters themselves, I was amazed, when I had
occasion to travel to Canberra in connec-
tion with a certain matter, to learn that a

.~Commonwealth Minister was aware of the
Cleading article in "The West Australian"J

before it. had arrived in Canberra; he flas
aware of how many people attended a
meeting the night before, and of the out-
come of that meeting. I learned, through
certain offices, that he was being fed with
party political stuff by supporters and
parliamentary members of the Liberal
Party, and that this was being determined
on that basis, and not on the merits of the
case in one single respect.

So it ill becomes the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition that he should be assailing
this Government, and assailing a Royal
Commissioner who was not making accusa-
tions against a body of traders, but who
was a person charged with investigating
the railway system and administration. In
the course of his inquiries he encountered
certain papers, documents and files which
he felt should be brought to the notice of
the Government. He submitted his report
accordingly and suggested it was a matter
that should be thoroughly investigated.

Mr. Brand: And you could not get into
print fast enough.

Mr. GRAHAM: This was the sort of
hypocritical stuff that we got: A gentle-
man by the name of C. E. Bunning who.
only within the last three weeks or so, in
his annual report to the shareholders of
his company, said that except for certain
imported timbers and minor items which
were not handled by that organisation-
that is State Building Supplies-timber
merchants were not given the opportunity
of tendering or quoting for State Govern-
ment requirements.

Th1e Royal Commissioner's Interim Re-
Port No. 6 is available for all to see. We
have the Deputy Leader of the opposition,
one of the signatories to a Royal Commis-
sion's report, agreeing to the following:-

We came across several instances of
what is usually known, we understand,
as level or collusive tendering. This
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amounts to an arrangement between
persons engaged in the same lines of
business not to tender an amount
which differs from that to be tendered
by other persons engaged in the same
line of business. This practice, of
course, eliminates the competition as
to price on which the practice of cal-
ling for tenders is based and may have
the effect of destroying the real reason
underlying the calling of tenders,
namely, to obtain competitive prices,
and is correspondingly undesirable. It
appears that this practice is not as
yet very common in Western Australia
but there is direct evidence of it in
certain associations and it is therefore
desirable that no opportunity should
be given for it to become more wide-
spread.

Then appear a list of 46 different items
not ascertained by myself but by five hon,
members, of whom the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition was one, and concerning
each one of which items there was this
collusive tendering. Further on in the
report, we have unanimous recommenda-
tions subscribed to by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition. These were as follows:-

(12) (a) That collusive tendering be
prohibited and a substantial
penalty provided.

(c) That collusive tendering be
defined as-"the submission
by two or more persons of
tenders, in response to a pub-
lic invitation, the amounts of
which have been agreed be-
tween the persons tendering
which agreement is contrary
to the public Interest."

Mr. Court: You noted the last part of
that recommendation-"contrary to the
public interest".

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes.
Mr. Court: It is a very important quali-

fication.
Mr. GRAHAM: There is no qualification

about the fact that there were six sawmil-
lers who tendered the identical price of
£22 8s. 3d. This is the practice that in the
words of the D:eputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion, called for heavy penalties. I repeat
it was no concern of his that his own State
of Western Australia was being taken for
a ride. He felt that some of his cronies
from St. George's Terrace were being in-
jured in a personal respect, or so far as
their businesses were concerned.

Mr. Court: What price did State Build-
ing Supplies tender?

Mr. GRAHAM: An amount greater than
£22 8s. 3d. Every concern is at liberty to
submit the price it wishes. But the out-
standing point in connection with this was
that six of the Liberal Party's friends put
their heads together and submitted an
identical price. Yet a man who only

recently signed his name to a document as
a member of a Royal Commission expresses
not one word of dissatisfaction or criticism
of that procedure.

Mr. Court: Are you going to tell us that
that tender was contrary to the public in-
terest?

Mr. GRAHAM: We cannot hang our
hats on such a weak point as that.

Mr. Court: There are two sides to the
story, and you, as Minister for Forests,
should know it.

Mr. GRAHAM: Perhaps I know a bit too
much in connection with this.

Mr. Hawke: The hon. member for Ned-
lands Is becoming the greatest political
wriggler of all times.

Mr. GRAHAM: The man responsible for
this report, and for the amendment before
us, is siding with those who take part in
this collusive tendering. He shows no con-
cern whatever as to what might happen to
the State of Western Australia, in spite of
the fact that this Royal Commissioner said
that for far lesser sums certain of the
small millers were producing sleepers
which were placed on siding and were ac-
cepted there by the Railway Department;
and paid for at the sidings by the Railway
Department at insignificant amounts, the
full sum being received by the major saw-
millers.

I happened to be present on an occasion
when there were two persons associated
with sawmilling and sleeper sawmilling
engaged in rather a, fierce discussion. One
of the parties said to the other, "Why are
you continuing to be tied up to one of
these larger concerns?" He replied, "I am
doing all right." The first person then
said, "I bet you are not getting anything
like what you should be; you are getting
pounds less than the price received by that
company which is doing nothing"; and he
said, "I would be getting about £18." The
other person said, "I am prepared to bet
you £500 you are not averaging £17 a load
for the sleepers that you are supplying to
this concern".

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That was a pretty
anonymous conversation.

Mr. GRAHAM: For certain reasons. I am
not disclosing the names here, which I
think should be apparent to everyboly;
but the point about it is that this person
supplying to the major sawmillers was not
prepared to accept the bet, and he has his
own'documents by which he could prove it.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You do not ptove
anything by that.

Mr. GRAH4AM: Mr. Royal Commissioner
Smith indicates something along these
lines-and I1 submit to hon, members and
to public opinion, that where a sawmiller
has his permit area., is paying the royalty,
falls the timber, hauls it to his Mill, Puts.
it through that mill, transports the
sleepers to a siding where they are checked
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by the Forests Department, and receives
£17 a load for them, and then some other
concern which has not seen the sleepers-
which has not touched them or handled
them in any way whatsoever-gets between
£21 and £22 a load for them at the Govern-
ment's expense, an inquiry is warranted.
That is the sort of thing that is going on.

I think anybody with more than a casual
knowledge of sawmilling is aware of that
fact; and I am given to understand, for
instance, that the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition has rather a close alliance with
at least one of the sawmihling concerns.

Mr. Court: In a professional connection.
Mr. GRAHAM: That probably explains

why he uses his position in this House to
defame a Royal Commissioner, instead of
expressing concern. for the people he is
supposed to be representing.

Mr, Court: That is about your form. You
should be giving us an explanation on this
particular problem of timber supplies as
Minister for Forests, because you know
there is a complete story, that one day has
to be told for the benefit of the House, on
the question of the timber industry and
various components of supply. Are you
going to tell us or not?

Mr. GRAHAM: Not at this stage. I think
there are lots of people who have a lot of
explaining to do, and the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition may not feel so confident
of himself when the full story is told. I
venture to suggest that any Government
worthy of its salt will, some time after the
Inquiry has been held-as I have no doubt
it will-be called upon to effect certain
drastic alterations from certain practices
that have been taking place throughout
the whole of the Post-war years.

The interesting point is this: This was
the first occasion on which Open tenders
had been called, and here we have one of
the captains of industry-one of the
strongest supporters of the Liberal Party
and ex-chairman of the Employers' Federa-
tion-condemning the Government, be-
cause it is not calling tenders. However, on
the first occasion in about 20 years when
tenders have been called, he is a party to
the type of business outlined by the Royal
Commissioner; then on top of that the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition assails
the person who has exposed that state of
affairs and who has said there should be
a full inquiry into it. To me, the whole
thing is sickening and disgusting, and I
think the hon. member for Nedlands be-
littles the position he occupies.

Mr. Court: You cannot be happy about
that report.

Mr. GRAHAM: If the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition thinks he can derive somesatisfaction from it, he has not displayed
it to date; and he addressed this Com-
mittee for a period of 24 hours and did
not seek at any time to discredit the Mini-
ster for Forests. If he thought he had some

advantage in that connection, I have no
doubt he would have exercised his right at
the time, particularly as I was absent on
Thursday af ternoon.

Mr. Court: YOU are not being fair.
Mr. GRAHAM: I think it particularly

inept that we should be lectured from the
Liberal Party on the other side of this
Chamber as to whether we as a Govern-
ment fall down on the administration of
the State.

Mr. Court: Aren't we allowed to criticise?
Mr. GRAHAM; Yes, but with some

substance and basis. What about a
little sincerity in connection with it?
In connection with rail closures, they
were supported at one stage. In con-
nection with the metropolitan trans-
port trust, hon. members opposite
whole-heartedly supported the principle of
the Bill and were anxious to help us; but
because a certain person, who specialises
in sausages, got to work on the Liberal
Party members, they turned a complete
somersault. These are the strong men who
are lecturing to this Government as to
what it should do in the best interests of
the State!

In connection with finance, when we
became the Government 51 years ago,
about £8,000,000 was owing on behalf of the
previous Government. That is something
we Inherited from the Liberals--over
£8,000,000 of unpaid accounts-and every
one of them has been faced up to and met
by this Government.

Mr. Brand: There was sufficient money
in the Treasury to reduce that amount to
£226,000 in June.

Mr. GRAHAM: Nothing of the sort!
Mr. Brand:, That was so.
Mr. GRAHAM: Mr. Chairman, did you

ever hear of such a thing as was done by
these financial wizards! They ordered 24
locomotives for the railways without
receiving quotes; and when that order was
placed, they had not the foggiest notion of
what the cost to the State would he. That
is documented fact that has been revealed
by the Royal Commissioner. We have the
irresponsible hon. member for Dale telling
us--

Mr. Wild: He is at it again!
Mr. GRAHAM: -that we should be using

open-cut coal. He and his Government
were responsible for sinking, nevertheless,
£1,500,000 of the State's money into coal-
mining companies for the purpose of
mechanising the big mines. Does he now
expect the Government to sacrifice the
people's money that has been expended
and use open-cut coal and so allow that
machinery to rot? That machinery has
been placed there from public account.

Mr. Wild:, Is that any worse than giving
£3000000 to Chamberlain Industries to
fritter away?
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Mr. GRAHAM: We are not complaining
about that.

Mr. Wild: I don't suppose you are;
£3,000,000 does not mean anything to you
the way You are chucking it away lately.

Mr. GRAHAM: That concern is employ-
ing quite a number of people; it is emp-
loying far more than the refinery at
Kwinana, which cost much more than
£3,000,000. I repeat, that the refinery at
Ewinana is employing fewer men.

Mr. Wild: It returns more to this State.
Mr. GRAHAM: I wonder whether, if the

position were analysed, that would be
found to be completely true! In the matter
of return to the State, the commodity
comes in from overseas.

Mr. Court: You take credit in the ex-
ports of this State.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is part and parcel
of the statistical returns and accounts,
and naturally all these things must appear.

Mr. Brady: What would you be paying
for tractors without Chamberlains Indus-
tries?

Mr. GRAHAM: I like these People who
talk about the evils of socialism! I think
there has been sufficient cause for some-
body on the other side of the House to use
the socialised bank to produce a house;
somebody else's socialised scheme to pro-
duce a motorcar: and practically all hon.
members on the other side of the House
have come to the socialistic bousebuilding
concern. They have not turned to private
enterprise and said, "We need another 50
houses in Bunbury." The hon. member for
Bunbury is on the back of the Minister
for Housing for moneys for the instalment
of socialism to be implemented in Bun-
bury. So it goes on.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It is a nice state
of affairs to say those things.

Mr. GRAHAM: I should mention some-
thing that has come to my knowledge as
a Minister of the Government; and it Is
nobody's private business either. Within
recent weeks we found that a Whole group
of capitalists who happened to be engaged
in the pastoral industry made a request to
the Government for the establishment of
a certain processing works in a certain
locality, notwithstanding that a6 private
concern had called for funds and had re-
ceived the money with which to proceed
with this Particular venture.

This meeting was attended by these
people, and by some distinguished com-
pany: one by the name of John Forrest
who, I understand, moved a resolution,
which was seconded by none less than a
person known as Sir Ross McLarty, that
the State Government be requested to
establish works at the same place, in order
to knock out the business of this private
investment concern which set out to em-
bark as stage one, a limited processing;
and stage two, the whole box and dice,

Therefore, on the question of bona fides
and sincerity, hon. members of the Oppo-
sition, who will abuse anything and every-
thing they know of a socialistic industry,
call for greater instalments of it when it
suits their Purposes. Then we have the
kindergarten sort of stuff talked about by
the Liberal Party of the Government seek-
ing to socialise everything and everybody.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You have opened
your mouth too wide.

Mr. GRAHAM: Fancy the hon. member
for Cottesloe speaking in that strain!

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: My word you have
opened it too wide! People can gain from
what You have said just how deeply people
like you can Pry into private affairs.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You said some-

thing tonight I am going to see you about
afterwards.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know whether I
am being threatened or not, but I think
before Putting on a show-

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That was an abso-
lute breach of confidence.

Mr. GRAHAM: -there should be a6 little
honesty and sincerity on the part of hon.
members of the Opposition; and I am
looking fairly and squarely at the Liberal
Party when I say that. There is no matter
of high Principle in connection with the
railways. Nobody opposite is unduly con-
cerned when, for political reasons, they
want the railways in a certain locality. one
would think that they would jump at the
opportunity to get rid of this soclalisic form
of transport and welcome with open arms
the prospect of private hauliers being en-
gaged for the task. No, they blow hot and
cold in connection with these matters, and
it makes my blood boll when their prime
concern in this debate is-as it always has
been-to defend those who Provide their
sinews of war. I have said previously that
so far as the Liberal Party Is concerned,
irrespective of what they pretend-all they
want to do is Put the boots into the ordin-
ar working man.

Mr. Court: Rubbish!
Mr. GRAHAM: I have indicated pre-

viously that they do not care twopence
about the working man; that they got rid
of the rents and tenancies control, and
they removed Price fixing from the stat-
utes. However, they kept both pieces of
legislation during the whole of the six
years they were the Government. They
opposed our measures In respect of im-
provements to the Industrial Arbitration
Act, Workers' Compensation, and the rest
of it,

On the matter of unfair trading, these
people--and I accuse them-have done a
grave disservice to the State of Western
Australia. They, their contacts and as-
sociates and affiliates have endeavoured
to create the impression that this is
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a pernicious piece of legislation. The
Deputy Premier was able to prove, be-
yond doubt, to a large assembly of hard-
headed businessmen in Great Britain,
that the legislation on the statute books
there is far more violent or vicious, or
whatever extravagant term members of the
Liberal Party care to employ about it, than
that here, and his experience was the same
in respect of the U.S.A.

Within the last six or nine months, in
conversation with a Liberal Party mem~ber
of Parliament, who happens to be a Mini-
ster in the State of Victoria, I was in-
formed of all sorts of terrible things that
were embraced in this legislation and th
injustices that could be wrought under it
I asked where he got his Information
from and he said, "The information
sources available to my political party.",I
said, "I will open your eyes by supplying
you with a copy of the legislation,' and
that is precisely what took place.

We have all these exaggerated stories
being circulated for the purpose of
damaging this Government-I do not
mind that, because this Opposition cannot
damage the Government-but what these
people are doing is to damage the name
of Western Australia in other parts of the
Commonwealth and in other parts of the
world. Let them play their party politics
to their hearts' content; but let them, on
certain occasions, have a little respect for
the State of Western Australia. Surely it
is entitled to a place in the consideration
of things--

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Soap-box stuff!

Mr. GRAHAM: Tonight we have heard
-1 wonder whether it is because the
Royal Commissioner has touched some of
the friends of the Liberals in this Cham-
ber on the raw-that it is time the Royal
Commissioner ceased his investigation of*
the railways-

Mr. Brand: Surely it is, after two years!

Mr. GRAHAM: Hon. members opposite
should he aware of the fact that the hon.Mr. Logan, M.L.C., was responsible for a
resolution calling upon the Royal Commis-
sioner to investigate every one of the
many rail closures: to examine the facts
and figures submitted by the Railway
Department and also the effect of the rail
closures on the districts concerned.

Mr. Brand: As separate inquiries, and
as promised by the Government.

Mr. GRAHAM: The Royal Commis-
sioner is at present engaged on that very
task, at the request of the members of
the Opposition; yet tonight they are com-
plaining that he is still on the job. They
are concerned, apparently, at the uneasi-
ness felt by the staff of the Railway
Department-

Mr. Brand: And there is uneasiness.

Mr. GRAHAM: There was not a great
deal of concern expressed when a certain
member of the Opposition voiced the
opinion that a number-I think the num-
ber was from 3,000 to 5,000-of railway
employees should be sacked. I did not
then notice the Leader or the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition 'springing to
his feet in order to express disagreement
or concern-

Mr. Brand: Who was the Liberal mem-
ber?

Mr. GRAHAM: I said it was a member
of the Opposition. Surely the Leader of
the Opposition is not now taking unto
himself full responsibility for the entire
Opposition! In many matters there is a
greater degree of sanity exhibited from
the cross benches--

Mr. Brand: But who said it?

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not think there is
any secret about the fact that it was the
late Mr. Ackland.

Mr. Court: I very much doubt whether
he used those figures at all.

Mr. GRAHAM: I think the figure he
mentioned was at least 3,000, but I will
check the figures and will give the time,
date and place of the utterance.

Mr. Court: I think he subsequently chal-
lenged somebody who claimed that he
used those figures.

Mr. GRAHAM: I will stand by my
assertion. I say that the Liberal Party
apparently felt that as it was drawing
near the end of the three-year term of
this Parliament, in deference to the spur-
ring which it has received not only from
the "News Review" but also from other
sources, it became necessary for them to
make some sort of demonstration, but I
am afraid the whole plan was not suffici-
ently well thought out. The Deputy Leader
of the Opposition became a little im-
petuous, because the Royal Commissioner
had injured some of bis personal friends
and persons with whom he has associated
in business. That was loyal of him, but
I do not think much of his attitude to-
wards the welfare and interests of Western
Australia.

Mr. Court: You think the only interest
I took in this Royal Commission was after
report No. 8 was tabled, but you should
ask the Premier to let you see my letter
to him expressing apprehension about
report No. 3.

Mr. GRAHAM: The speech to which I
refer was made last Thursday night and
was the prelude to a motion of no confi-
dence against this Government; and the
only report that concerned the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition was Interim
Report No. 8.
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Kvr. Court: That was the one currently
before Parliament_

Mr. GRAHAM: Of 'course; and no con-
-cern was expressed by the hon. mem-
her about any of the other reports iri his
"earth-shattering speech' 'of'23 hours 'last
Thursday night. I do not tire of repeating
that in that spebch there was no concern
-for the State of Western Australia. What
did the Deputy Leader of the opposition
care if the charge to the railways for
sleepers was £22 8s. 3d.-or would'-have
been-from each of his six friends, when
perhaps the right price should have been
£20 18s. 3d.

Mr. Court: What have you done to State
Building Supplies for the price they sub-
,mitted?

Mr. GRAHAM: I make no apology for
them, but the position there is confused
on account of a host of considerations
into which I do not propose to go tonight.
I do not know- the detailed costs of a saw-
mill, or of each one of them; but surely
to even a child it is more than a coinci-
dence that each of them submitted an
identical figure.

Mr. Court: But they were only some of
the many tenderers.

Mr. GRAHAM: They were the members
of the Associated Sawmillers.

Mr. Court: We are not fighting their
battle.

M~r. GRAHAM. These were the people
who threatened the Railway Department
that;' if it ordered sleepers from outside
sources, they would cut off their supplies
completely. But the Deputy Leader of the
opposition is not concerned, as he was
in his report when a member of a
Royal Commission, and as a matter of
fact he did not make even passing refer-
ence to the fact that these six sawmillers
all tendered the same figure. Therefore I
say he has blazoned, for the whole world
to see, where he stands and where his
interests are. I repeat that he places his
affinity and affliations with certain inter-
ests and certain people high above the
concern he should feel-in his position as
a citizen of Western Australia-for 'the
best interests of the State from which he
draws his bread and butter.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes17

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Brand
Mr. Corneli
Mr. Court
Mr. Cromnielin
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Hearman
Mr. Hutcehinson
Mr. Lewis

Mr. W. Manning
Sir Ross McLarty
Mr. Oldileld
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. WattS
Mr. Wild
Mr. 1. Manning

(Teller.)

Mr. Andrew
Mr. Blckerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Evans
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Kelly

Ayes.

Mr. Nalder
Mr. Mann
Mr. Roberts
Mr. Thorn

iNoes--23

Mr. Lapham
Mr. Lawrence
MAr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nuisen
Mr. O'Brien
Mr. Potter
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

Pairs.
Noes.

Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Oifry
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Sleernan

(Teller.)

*Majority against-6.

Amendment thus negatived.

Progress reported.

BILLS (3) -RETURNED.

1, Western Australian Aged Sailors and
Soldiers' Relief Fund Act Amend-
ment.

2, Tuberculosis (Commonwealth and
State Arrangement).'

3, Weights and Measures Act Amend-
ment.

Without amendment.

CATTLE TRESPASS, FENCING AND
IMPOUNDING ACT AMENDMENT

BILL.

First Reading.

Received from the Council and, on
motion by Mr. W. A. Manning, read a first
time.

ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT BILL

(No. 3).
Council's Message.

The SPEAKER: I have received the fol-
lowing message from the Legislative Coun-
ci:-

The Legislative Council acquaints
the Legislative Assembly that in ac-
cordance with Standing order No. 242,
it is unable to proceed with the "Elec-
toral Act Amendment Bill (No. 3)."
The Legislative Council considers that
this Bill requires to be passed by an
absolute majority and the certificate
on the Bill received from the Assembly
does not indicate that this provision
has-been complied with.

House adjourned at 11.32 P.m.
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